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April 3, 2025 

Mayor Marianne Alto and members of Council 
City of Victoria 
City Hall 
1 Centennial Square 
Victoria, BC V8W 1P6 

Dear Mayor Alto and members of Counsel; 

Re:  Application for a Liquor Primary license 
At:  1325 Government Street, Victoria, BC V8W 1M5 
Applicant:  The Downbeat Event Centre (1500123 B.C. Ltd.) 

Thank you for providing the applicant the opportunity to respond to the report presented 
to the Committee of the Whole. We are writing to express our support for the 
recommendation outlined in the staff report to approve the application for the Downbeat 
Event Centre venue. We also appreciate the endorsement of the Downtown Victoria 
Residents Association and the letters of support that have been submitted. 

In response to a few concerns raised by some residents, we would like to address the 
following points: 

1. Notification and Response to Concerns
City staff sent notifications to 343 property owners and residents in the
surrounding area. We acknowledge that only two letters of opposition were
received, and we would like to address the concerns raised in these
communications.

2. Decline of Liquor Primary License Establishments
Over recent years, there has been a noticeable decline in the number of liquor
primary license establishments, with several venues closing, one that comes to
mind is the Yates Street Taphouse. The Downbeat Event venue represents a
new opportunity for the community to have a vibrant, diverse event space.

3. Diverse Event Programming
The Downbeat Event Centre will serve as an event centre, catering to a broad
range of events and diverse demographics, including live music performances,
cultural events, and more.
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4. Support for Local Musicians and Live Music
Attached is an article that underscores the importance of venues that support live
music and musicians. The Downbeat Event Centre will provide a platform for
local artists to perform, a key aspect of nurturing the city's music scene. Many
famous renowned musicians started their careers in nightclubs, pubs, and live
music venues.

5. Historical Significance of the Location
The Downbeat location has a rich history as a nightclub, dating back at least to
the late 1970s, a tradition that we hope to continue and celebrate with the new
venue.

6. Non-Alcoholic Options
The Downbeat Event Centre will offer a wide selection of non-alcoholic products
for patrons who choose not to consume alcohol, ensuring there is something for
everyone to enjoy.

7. Requested Operating Hours
The requested hours of operation, from 9:00 AM to 2:00 am, align with current
industry standards for event-driven venues. However, it is important to note that
the operating hours will be flexible, and events will be scheduled based on
demand. These hours are consistent with those allowed for hotel banquet rooms,
convention centres, and other event spaces under the Liquor Control and
Licensing Act regulations. Moreover, major events such as the upcoming FIFA
World Cup coming next year to Vancouver further exemplify the need for flexible
event hours.

8. Commitment to Being a Good Neighbor
The Downbeat Event Centre is committed to being a good neighbor and working
with residents to minimize noise concerns. The venue is located below ground
level, and management will ensure that doors remain closed during events,
adhering to the City of Victoria’s noise bylaws.

9. Community Engagement and Safety
The patrons attending events at The Downbeat Event Centre are unlikely to
cause significant disruptions to the neighborhood. The presence of additional
patrons will contribute to the area’s vibrancy and increase visibility on the street,
potentially enhancing safety. Moreover, we believe the venue’s events will attract
a positive crowd, adding to the sense of community and well-being.

In conclusion, the owners of The Downbeat Event Centre are dedicated to being 
responsible and engaged members of the community. They are committed to 
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participating in local events, supporting organizations, and collaborating with business 
associations to contribute to the growth and prosperity of the area. 

Thank you for your consideration of this application. We look forward to your support in 
helping bring this exciting venue to life. 

Yours truly, 

Bert Hick, Founder and President 
Rising Tide Consultants 

mailto:bert@risingtideconsultants.ca















