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Council Member Motion 
For the Committee of the Whole Meeting of January 22, 2026 

To: Committee of the Whole Date: January 13, 2026 

From: Councillor Jeremy Caradonna and Councillor Susan Kim 

Subject: AVICC Resolution Re: Pursuing a Class-action Lawsuit Against Fossil Fuel 
Companies 

Background 

One of the main drivers of rising costs at the local government level is the impact of climate 

change on municipal infrastructure. More frequent and powerful storms, extreme heat events, 

rising sea levels, and particulate matter from annual wildfires create costly and cumulative 

impacts on both private and public property. The impacts are felt on Victoria’s roads, retaining 

walls, natural assets, underground and overhead utilities, and built environment.  

As City staff have confirmed, one of the main reasons that taxes have been going up in Victoria, 

and across the province, is the asset management costs of maintaining, restoring, and upgrading 

infrastructure that has been degraded “ahead of schedule” by the impacts of a changing climate.  

There is a growing movement across Canada to hold fossil fuel companies accountable for these 

damages, and to pursue a class-action lawsuit against the offending parties, similar to legal 

actions that have been taken against the tobacco industry, the chemical industry, and other 

pollutive and destructive industries. A large evidence base exists to suggests that fossil fuel 

companies knew of the impacts that their products would inflict on the climate, but pursued those 

products anyways.  

At the same time, there is a lack of clarity about the role of local governments in these potential 

actions. In the past, large-scale class-action lawsuits against pollutive industries have typically 

been led by senior governments, which possess the resources and staffing capacity to take on 

complex cases, and local governments have signed on in an ancillary capacity.  
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Recommendation 

That the City endorse the following resolution, to be brought to the next AVICC meeting: 

“Whereas climate change is a leading driver of increased infrastructure costs at the local 

government level, affecting the management of roads, buildings, retaining walls, above-

ground and underground utilities, and other assets; and whereas the products produced and 

sold by fossil fuel companies have been proven repeatedly to be the principal cause of 

anthropocentric climate change; and whereas fossil fuel companies have been shown, 

through extensive evidence, to have persisted in the production, sale, and marketing of 

harmful products, despite possessing an informed understanding of the potential longterm 

impacts that those products would have on the climate, including in British Columbia;  

Therefore, be it resolved that AVICC and UBCM urge the Province to take a leadership role in 

pursuing a class-action lawsuit against fossil fuel companies, in collaboration with local 

governments and First Nations, in pursuing a shared recovery of damages to civic 

infrastructure in B.C. caused by the harmful impacts of those companies’ products.”  

_____________________  _______________________ 
Councillor Jeremy Caradonna Councillor Susan Kim 


