CITY OF

VICTORIA

Council Member Motion
For the Committee of the Whole Meeting of April 2, 2026

To: Committee of the Whole Date: April 2,2026
From: Councillor Jeremy Caradonna

Subject: UBCM and FCM Resolution on Regulating Al to Safeguard Democracy

Background

In the past few years, artificial intelligence (Al) has developed rapidly and presents both opportunities
and challenges for modern society. While its benefits in fields as diverse as manufacturing,
transportation, and healthcare are in many ways undeniable, it is also clear that Al has the potentialto
destabilize democracies by confusing and manipulating citizens, undermining the information that
voters and elected officials rely upon to make decisions, and creating a fog of doubt and uncertainty
that benefits bad actors.

The emerging ability to create authentic-looking artificial images (e.g. “deepfakes”) and computer-
generated content with an aura of truthfulness presents unique and immediate challenges to all
governments in a democratic society. Access to true, evidence-based, and reliable information —
especially from and about governments -- is a hallmark of a functioning democracy and forms the
essential basis of a well-informed electorate. Bad actors, from unsophisticated online trolls to hostile
foreign states, have unprecedented access to Al programs that distort reality, generate social discord
and divisiveness, and ultimately weaken representative democracy.

In the past two years, there have been documented incidents in which online generative Al
applications have done the following: fabricated academic articles and library sources, imitated
elected officials and put false and damaging words in their mouths, defended pedophilia and white
nationalism, tormented young people who subsequently committed suicide, fomented social and
political division, and spread untold quantities of mis- and disinformation.

Things are changing fast in information technology and democracies must learn to respond effectively
while protecting themselves (and the public) from the onslaught of falsity and slop. It is nearly
impossible today to differentiate between “real” and “fake” information, from written text to
photographs and moving images. As is so often the case, governments are slow to react to changing
technological realities, and the Al revolution is no different. It is not hard to imagine how an Al
landscape without guardrails and regulations could severely undermine the legitimacy, trust, and
functionality of governments at all levels, especially at a time in which authoritarian states have
embraced Al as tools of chaos and division.

Up to present, relatively few democracies have taken a proactive approach to regulating Al in ways that
ensure national security, democratic principles, and the ability of the public to differentiate between
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true and fabricated information. We are truly living in the Wild West of Al disinformation.

Collectively, from local governments to Provinces and the Federal government, we must come
together and develop reasonable, rational, and enforceable regulations that safeguard everything we
hold dear about democracy, while ensuring that Al can develop appropriately in relevant fields.
To reign in Al’s harms and threats, a concerted, whole-government approach is needed, as each level
of government will face unique risks and concerns.

RECOMMENDATION
That staff submit the following resolution to UBCM and FCM:

WHEREAS artificial intelligence (Al) should be considered a national security threat that presents
risks to all levels of government and the principles that uphold democratic society;

WHEREAS Al has developed rapidly in recent years, in some cases sowing social discord, generating
often false and misleading information, and becoming a tool of bad actors;

THEREFORE be it resolved that UBCM/FCM request that Provincial and Federal governments work
collaboratively with local governments in creating reasonable and enforceable regulations of Al
technologies that safeguard democracy and national sovereignty, mitigate social and political
divisions, and proactively combat mis- and disinformation.

Coun. Jeremy Caradonna
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