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After helping lead the exodus of 8oo
Black residents from San Francisco in
1858, Gibbs became the recognized
leader of their community on
Vancouver Island. He strove to make
these newcomers a force in colonial
politics and, as a member of Victoria
City Council, he became the first Black
person to hold elected office in Brin - h
Columbia. This innovative entrepreneur
who invested in mining and trade, also
encouraged the integration ot Blatk
settlers and advocated for their rights.

Though he returned to the United
States in 1870, Gibbs remains a revered
historical figure in the province's
African-Canadian community.

Apres avoir aide i Texode de 800 Noirs
qui partirent de San Francisco en 1858,

Gibbs devint le leader reconnu de cette
communaut£ sur Tile de Vancouver. 11
lutta pour que ces nouveaux arrivants
soient des acteurs de la politique
coloniale et devint le premier Noir elu
m Colombie-Britannique en remportant
un siege au Conseil municipal de
Victoria. Cet entrepreneur novateur, qui
investit dans les mines et le commerce ,

s'impliqua aussi pour l'int£gration des
Noirs et la promotion de leurs droit*Malgr£ son retour aux £tats*Unis en
1870, Gibbs derneure une figure
vener6e au sein de la communaute
afro-canadienne de la province.

Canada* Historic Sites and Commission des lieu* et
Monuments Board of Canada monuments histonques du Canada
and Parks Canada ot Parcs Canada

Commemorative Plaque for Mifflin Wistar Gibbs

Example of Parks Canada installation on concrete base




