The Compost Education
Centre’s Programs & Resources

Presentation Offered by Kayla Siefried
Interim Co-Director
January 23,2020 City of Victoria Council Meeting

The Compost Education Centre is located on unceded
and occupied Coast Salish territories, specifically, the
ancestral lands of the Lekwungen speaking peoples, the
Songhees and Esquimalt Nations.



The Compost Education
Centre’s mission is to
encourage composting,
local food security, waste
reduction & diversion, and
ecological conservation,
through education in

Victoria and throughout
the CRD



We achieve our mission by offering our
extensive, accessible, public education programs
that focus on community-based climate change
adaptation and resiliency

®School Programs
= Onsite
" |n Classrooms

* Adult Education Programs
= Onsite Scheduled
= Offsite Bookec

" Healing City Soils Program

" Attendance at community events, hosting two
annual plant sales and a garden party
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Compost Education Cenlre
2020 Workshop Schedule
FREE Workshops! Saturdays
10am-12pm

Composting Basics
Feb'l, Mar /, May 2, June 6, Sept 12,
October 3, Nov 7

Worm Composting
Mar 21, Sepl 19

Advanced Composling
Apr 18, Oct 17

Advanced Composting: Sheet Mulching
Nov 21

Soil: Really Important Tiny Lives
Apr 25, Sepl 26

Composting for Small Spaces
Apr 4

SPECGIAL EVENTS

Spring Organic Plant Sale
Salurday May 9, 10am-2pm

Annual General Meeting & Garden
Party Fundraiser

Z

Saturday June 13th, 11-3:350

August Organic Plant Sale
Saturday August 8, 10am-1pm

2020 Paid Workshop Schedule

Register online: www.compost.bc.ca

Jan 25

Feb 1

Feb 8

Feb 8
Feb 22

Feb 29

Feb 29

Mar 7

Mar 14

Mar 28

Mar 28

April 4

April 18

Apr 25

May 2

Winter Pruning

Advanced Fruit Tree
Pruning Techniques
Planning Your Year-Round

Veggie Garden

Composting Toilet Systems

Rainwaler Resilience
Boulevard Blooms and
Street Greens

Greenhouse Growing:
Cloches, Hoop Houses,
and Cold Frames

Spring Planling: From
Seed to Seedling

Gardening for Garry Oak
Ecosyslems

Grow Your Own | ood 101

Soil Amendments: What
and When?

Making Herbal linctures

Regeneralive Agricullure
for the Home Garden

Garden Pests and Dis
easec: Organic Solulions

Crealing an Herbal Firsl
Aid Kit

2020 Paid Workshop Schedule
Register online: www.compost.bc.ca

May 23 Indigenous Planl Walk
May 30 I;Iomc Scale Solar
Syslems
S o Lolc'> Sp’ring Ediblos in
WSANEC Territory
June 20  Native Bee Care
Aug 29 Summer Pruning
Sepl 12 Herbs for Winler Wellness
Sept 19 Hot Water Bath Canning
Sept 26 Pressure Canning
Ocl 3 l’-ooc'j Prcservol_ion Zine
Making & Canning Swap
Ocl 17 Fermented Hol Sauce and

Salsas

Oct 24 Perennial Vegetables

Grow Your Own Mush-
rooms

Oct 31

Advanced Mushroom

Nov 7 -
2 Growing Technigues

Nov 14 Fermenling Vegelables
Nov 21 Plant Propagation

Note: Our Saturday paid workshop
limes & prices vary. Please check our
Eventbrite page, website or social
media listings for workshop details.



VWVe achieve our mission by maintaining our
demonstration site for the public to observe
and experience. The site includes:

" A wide variety of composting systems
" Organic vegetable and fruit growing

" Permaculture practices in action (model
food forest, guilds, no till agriculture)

"Rainwater harvesting and storage
"Solar power & aquaponics systems

" Greenhouse and cold frame growing
" And a strawbale learning classroom
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Native Plant Rain G,arden‘ .

- i | i i rfaces
A rain garden is designed to capture and filter rainwater that flows Zf;':;ardd' I‘EPE;‘:;?SUZ:U
i ter and filled wi
such as roadways and rooftops. The garden is dug dovtm a me 0
‘ increasingly fine gravel, pea gravel, sand and finally soil and.compost. The plants growing on ‘
top absorb storm water run-off and filter out any pollutants it may carry. .
In this way, the rain garden mimics natural processes to recharge

aquifers and reduce flooding caused by large amounts of storm
water runoff.

<

The native plants in this garden provide food and habitat for local
species of birds and beneficial insects. They require very little care
once established because they are well adapted to regional

climate conditions. This garden
also provides an opportunity to

earn about First Nations uses of filter strip
these plants.

water flow

selected native
lants and
rdy cultivars
As you can see, this garden
combines the power of two great

design strategies. |t works to

impervious

“slow, spread and sink” rainwater *'"®" retention ang
while providing much-needed T
hhabitat for native species. ‘
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no liner or
filter fabric
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We achieve our mission by having

* Knowledgeable and trained staff available to
the public

" A demonstration site that features an office
and retail/resource library open 4 days a week
all year long

=0+ freg educational factsheets available online
and onsite

= Staff who respond to email, phone, social media
and walk in queries

" Retail sales of compost bins, compost
accessories, and local organic garden seeds

= Staff that attend approximately 30 community
events per year
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Some Numbers:

" In 2019 we taught 217 school workshops to 5637
students and their teachers; 90 of these were inVictoria,
more then any other municipality

" In 2019 we taught 89 workshops to adults reaching 1737
participants; 47 of these were hosted at the
demonstration site in Fernwood

" In 2019, social media platforms & website received
approx 450 000 unique interactions, and we responded
to approx 6500 email queries

= |0 active volunteers,and 270 members in good standing

" In 2019 approximately 1250 people visited our
demonstration site, not including those attending
educational programs



Why am | telling you all this?

" We are soon to be operational on city lands, and wish
for council and residents to better understand the range

of services, programs and resources the Compost
Education Centre has to offer

* Demand for our services and resources continues to
grow and we require support in meeting the thirst for
education and practical skill building on topics of climate

resiliency, soil health, ecological conservation, waste
diversion, waste reduction and local food security






