
The Compost Education 
Centre’s Programs & Resources

Presentation Offered by Kayla Siefried
Interim Co-Director

January 23, 2020 City of Victoria Council Meeting

The Compost Education Centre is located on unceded
and occupied Coast Salish territories, specifically, the 

ancestral lands of the Lekwungen speaking peoples, the 
Songhees and Esquimalt Nations. 



The Compost Education 
Centre’s mission is to 

encourage composting, 
local food security, waste 

reduction & diversion, and 
ecological conservation, 

through education in 
Victoria and throughout 

the CRD



We achieve our mission by offering our 
extensive, accessible, public education programs 
that focus on community-based climate change 
adaptation and resiliency

School Programs
Onsite
 In Classrooms

Adult Education Programs
Onsite Scheduled
Offsite Booked

Healing City Soils Program

Attendance at community events, hosting two 
annual plant sales and a garden party















We achieve our mission by maintaining our 
demonstration site for the public to observe 
and experience.  The site includes:

A wide variety of composting systems

Organic vegetable and fruit growing

Permaculture practices in action (model 
food forest, guilds, no till agriculture)

Rainwater harvesting and storage

Solar power & aquaponics systems

Greenhouse and cold frame growing

And a strawbale learning classroom











We achieve our mission by having 
Knowledgeable and trained staff available to 
the public

A demonstration site that features an office 
and retail/resource library open 4 days a week 
all year long

20+ free educational factsheets available online 
and onsite

Staff who respond to email, phone, social media 
and walk in queries

Retail sales of compost bins, compost 
accessories, and local organic garden seeds

Staff that attend approximately 30 community 
events per year









Some Numbers:

 In 2019 we taught 217 school workshops to 5637 
students and their teachers; 90 of these were in Victoria, 
more then any other municipality

 In 2019 we taught 89 workshops to adults reaching 1737 
participants; 47 of these were hosted at the 
demonstration site in Fernwood

 In 2019, social media platforms & website received 
approx 450 000 unique interactions, and we responded 
to approx 6500 email queries

 10 active volunteers, and 270 members in good standing

 In 2019 approximately 1250 people visited our 
demonstration site, not including those attending 
educational programs



Why am I telling you all this? 

We are soon to be operational on city lands, and wish 
for council and residents to better understand the range 
of services, programs and resources the Compost 
Education Centre has to offer 

Demand for our services and resources continues to 
grow and we require support in meeting the thirst for 
education and practical skill building on topics of climate 
resiliency, soil health, ecological conservation, waste 
diversion, waste reduction and local food security




