
MAKING  
HEADLINES 
IN MIDTOWN  

 2621 D OUGL AS STREET,  VICTORIA BC

COMING 2019

Presentation for
Heritage Designation and 
Tax Incentive Program

City of Victoria Council

FEbruary 27, 2020

Victoria 
977 Fort Street V8V 3K3 
T 250-658-3367 
F 250-658-3397 
Nanaimo 
102-5190 Dublin Way V9T 0H2 
T 250-585-5810 
mail@dhk.ca 
www.dhk.ca	

dHKarchitects Inc.

Friday, December 13, 2019  

Victoria Civic Heritage Trust 
℅ City of Victoria  
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Victoria BC V8W 1P6 

RE : 2621 Douglas Street - Times Colonist (Victoria Press) Building


Dear Victoria Civic Heritage Trust Members ; 

We are writing to describe in more detail the scope of work that is 
proposed for the Times Colonist (Victoria Press) Building at 2621 Douglas 
Street.  

You will have a separate letter and package of information from RJC that 
describes the work involved in the seismic upgrade of the entire building, 
including improvements to the connection of the precast panels to the 
concrete structural frame.  

This letter is intended to highlight the work in three key areas of the 
building that are directly related to the Heritage statement of significance 
and the character defining elements of the building.  

A key aspect of the building’s significance is the fact that it was originally 
designed for and has been in continuous use since 1971 as the 
headquarters of the Times Colonist newspaper. When the building was 
added to in the 1990’s for the larger colour pricing press, the original 
Press Hall, a double-height space within the southeast quadrant of 
the1971 building footprint, was infilled with a steel-framed interstitial floor 
at the second floor level. This infill floor will be removed and the double-
height space will be reinstated within the rehabilitated building as an 
internal atrium and entranceway space connected to the main internal 
circulation corridors on all three levels. 

Where the Press Hall space meets the south elevation facing Kings Road, 
the existing infill metal panel cladding (added in the 1990’s) will be 
removed and replaced with a full-height curtainwall glazing system to 
flood the atrium with natural light and provide a new, welcoming, and 
inviting entrance to the building from Kings Road. This entrance will have 
a strong impact when viewed from Bay Street looking north along 
Westbourne Place, and will provide a clear separation between the 
historic building and the metal-clad 1990’s Print Reel Room addition.  

Another key character defining element is the commercial scale, form and 
massing of the building and its presence on Douglas Street. Contributing 
to this are the sunken landscape areas fronting Douglas Street that allow 
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celebrating the PAST

preserving CHARACTER

investing in the FUTURE

presentation OUTLINE
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P. 0 2

A PLACE FOR CREATIVITY, 
CULTURE AND COMMERCE 

The Victoria Press Building is transforming Midtown— 
creating a new vision for the stories of daily life in Victoria. 
No longer only a newspaper building, it is now a  
cultural and commercial hub of media, arts, entertainment,  
technology and education, all intersecting in a single  
thriving location where people will work, play and live.

In 2018, a new era of business, creativity, social life and  
prosperity begins. THE REVITALIZED VICTORIA PRESS 
BUILDING WILL MAKE HEADLINES  
midtown neighbourhood for the inspiring years ahead,  
as it has for a hundred years before.

2 6 2 1  D O U G L A S  S T R E E T ,  V I C T O R I A

IN EVERY GREAT CIT Y, THERE IS A NEWSPAPER THAT EXPRESSES THE SOUL OF A  
 

OF HISTORY ARE PRINTED DAILY IN BL ACK INK BY THE VAST PRESSES WITHIN THE TIMES 
COLONIST BUILDING. AS THE NEWSPAPER INDUSTRY CHANGES, SO MUST THE BUILDING 
THAT WAS BUILT TO TELL THOSE STORIES.

project OBJECTIVE
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celebrating the PAST

early 1900s
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celebrating the PAST

1940s
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1960s

celebrating the PAST
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1970s

celebrating the PAST
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: VICTORIA PRESS BUILDING, 2621 DOUGLAS STREET, VICTORIA 

DONALD LUXTON & ASSOCIATES INC. FEBRUARY 2018 
1 

1.1 HISTORIC CONTEXT: POSTWAR MODERNISM IN VICTORIA 

 
Aerial of Douglas Street showing clearing for Victoria Press Building (top left), 1970, City of Victoria Archives M08575 
 
After the conclusion of World War II, North America began to settle into a prolonged period of 
relative peace and economic prosperity. As a wartime defense centre and Canada’s major west 
coast naval port, Victoria was especially affected by the demobilization of thousands upon 
thousands of troops, returning from duties overseas. The once sleepy Victoria grew rapidly, and 
the city’s population more than doubled between 1946 and 1966. In addition to the returning 
veterans, a pent-up demand for cheap housing, the baby boom, ready availability of automobiles, 
improved ferry access to the mainland (beginning in 1960), and new consumer confidence also 
contributed to the unprecedented growth of the city. Through the postwar period, large tracts of 
suburban housing were built across the region, turning downtown Victoria into an increasingly 
active urban core. Within this new urban context, there was a widespread acceptance of 
modernist architecture. Easy to build, inexpensive, economical of scarce materials, and expressive 
of new technology, this new type of construction rejected traditional architectural styles and 
provided the means to re-conceive the city in a response to current social, political and economic 
conditions.  
 

Statement of 
Significance

1. 	Modernism in a 
		  Victoria context

2. 	The largest of its kind

3. 	Heritage values

preserving CHARACTER
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A PLACE FOR CREATIVITY, 
CULTURE AND COMMERCE 

The Victoria Press Building is transforming Midtown— 
creating a new vision for the stories of daily life in Victoria. 
No longer only a newspaper building, it is now a  
cultural and commercial hub of media, arts, entertainment,  
technology and education, all intersecting in a single  
thriving location where people will work, play and live.

In 2018, a new era of business, creativity, social life and  
prosperity begins. THE REVITALIZED VICTORIA PRESS 
BUILDING WILL MAKE HEADLINES  
midtown neighbourhood for the inspiring years ahead,  
as it has for a hundred years before.

2 6 2 1  D O U G L A S  S T R E E T ,  V I C T O R I A

IN EVERY GREAT CIT Y, THERE IS A NEWSPAPER THAT EXPRESSES THE SOUL OF A  
 

OF HISTORY ARE PRINTED DAILY IN BL ACK INK BY THE VAST PRESSES WITHIN THE TIMES 
COLONIST BUILDING. AS THE NEWSPAPER INDUSTRY CHANGES, SO MUST THE BUILDING 
THAT WAS BUILT TO TELL THOSE STORIES.

The Victoria Press Building is significant for its direct association with the Times Colonist 
newspaper, as its purpose built headquarters, as well as the evolving nature of the 
newspaper industry, in particular during the mid to late twentieth century. Built in 1971, 
the building is additionally valued for its eclectic Late Modern architectural style, 
as designed by the architectural firm of Moody Moore Duncan Rattray Peters Searle 
Christie.

preserving CHARACTER
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The postwar period 
was one of great 
experimentation, and 
systems may be failing 
in bizarre ways, partly 
because of unique 
marriages of materials 
such as concrete, steel 
and glass. Yet, it’s the 
way these materials 
combine that is often what’s 
‘character defining’ in a 
heritage context.”

“

preserving CHARACTER
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Scope of work and character defining elements:

1. 	reinstatement of the Press Hall and introduction of new Kings Road entry

2. 	renovation of sunken landscape areas accessing Level 1, and new 
		  all-accessible entry-way on Douglas Street

3. 	restoration of Douglas Street facade as representative of massing and scale 
		  of post war industrial power

investing in the FUTURE
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investing in the FUTURE

EXPANSIVE CHARACTER SPACES  
FOR EVERY PURPOSE

P. 0 52 6 2 1  D O U G L A S  S T R E E T ,  V I C T O R I A
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investing in the FUTURE
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investing in the FUTURE
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investing in the FUTURE

The development plan will 
provide seismic upgrades to 
the existing building and 
restraint to the heritage 
facade to meet or exceed the 5% 
in 50 years seismic hazard level 
as per the 2012 Building Code 
for seismic and wind force levels. 
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Seismic upgrade scope of work:

1. 	Addition of two new concrete cores, consisting of shear walls anchored to 
		  rock below;

2. 	The addition of sufficient diaphragm connections from the new concrete shear 
		  walls to the existing concrete slabs to resist both in-plane and out-of-plane 
		  seismic forces;

3. 	Addition of a new ring beam concrete foundation that is capable of transferring
	  	 the lateral forces from the structure to the surrounding soil;
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Seismic upgrade scope of work:

4. 	Restraint of the existing precast panels façade;

5. 	Bracing of unreinforced masonry walls inside the building; and,

6. 	Bracing of the existing building precast concrete parapets. 
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The proposed changes and upgrades are intended to reinforce the presence and 
importance of the Victoria Press Building as a significant architectural icon 
along Douglas Street while rehabilitating the building to become a major hub of 
activity and campus-style occupancy that builds upon the history of its original 
use.

investing in the FUTURE




