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Council Member Report 
For the Meeting of June 18, 2020 
 

 

To: June 18, 2020 Committee of the Whole Date: June 16, 2020 

From: Councillor Young 

Subject: Camping in Beacon Hill Park 

 

 
The large and increasing numbers of people camping in Beacon Hill Park and other parks have 
resulted in numerous reports about: 
  

• Significant damage to the natural environment, particularly in Beacon Hill Park  

• Occupation of park areas by campers to the exclusion of use by the public, including reports 
of hostile reaction by campers to use of areas of the park by members of the public. 

• Fires, resulting in danger to life and park environments 

• Attraction of campers from outside the region, with consequent increase in the possibility of 
COVID transmission 

  
The Province is gradually relaxing restrictions on gatherings, though members of the public 
have also observed that the opening of our parks and streets to daytime sheltering does not 
seem to have had the intended effect of producing wide observance of physical distancing 
recommendations in any case.   
  
Recommendation: 
  
That the temporary permission for daytime camping (erection of shelters between 7 am and 7 
pm) in parks be ended on June 25. 
  
That beginning immediately temporary daytime camping be permitted only under the following 
conditions: 
 

• Tents unoccupied for 24 hours will be removed, with property held for one week before 
disposal 

• That tents be used only for sheltering and that the number of tents erected be limited to one 
per person or group 

• That no furniture (except for easily portable camping furniture), pallets, trailers capable of 
highway travel or additional awnings, shelters etc. will be permitted 

• Bicycles will to be limited to one per person 
 
Some existing prohibitions such as those on sheltering in environmentally sensitive areas  and 
on the use of barbecues, generators, propane tanks and loud music systems appear not to be 
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being enforced and the importance of these regulations for safety, environmental protection and 
the enjoyment of other park users should be stressed to staff.  Similarly, existing bans on 
overnight parking and sleeping in vehicles should be enforced: clearly, those with vehicles 
available to them have a much greater range of choice available to them than do many other 
park users.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Councillor Young  
 
 
  
  
 


