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Pamela Martin

From:
Sent: July 22, 2020 2:16 PM
To: Public Hearings
Subject: RE: 1015 Cook Street - Rezoning Application No. 00670 Street Landscape Plan 

Hello all, 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this. I am the Landscape Architect on the 1015 Cook Street project, Christopher 
Windjack with LADR Landscape Architects, and I wanted to take an opportunity to provide some additional details 
regarding the landscape design. 
  
We’ve kept the landscape design simple, using native species as much as possible to create a relatively low‐
maintenance, climate adapted landscape. Along the Cook Street frontage, vines grow on the proposed walls at the edge 
of the unit gardens, and yew hedges between the patios encourage privacy through soft screening. Low‐growing native 
shrubs create a green carpet adjacent to the sidewalk, allowing the vine‐clad walls to become the focus. 
  
At the rear of the property, a bamboo strip at the front of the parking stalls provides tall, soft screening with limited 
planting space, while a variety of flowering vines grow on the proposed fence. Flowering shrubs in a bed of native 
groundcovers break up the hardscape of the parking area. The southeast corner of the site boasts a diverse range of 
native shrubs, ferns, and groundcovers that create a tranquil space for seating, provided by both boulders and a bench. 
Two new trees, one of them a profuse bloomer, provide additional shade cover in this area, and serve to replace the 
three on‐site trees. The proposed trees are better suited to the space (they are slightly more compact). The reason we 
are not able to replace at a 1:1 ratio is because there is not enough available soil volume to support three trees in the 
rear planting bed, and not enough for any trees along the frontage. The boulevard trees are remaining untouched. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Christopher 
 

Christopher Windjack  | BCSLA | MLA | GREEN SHORES LEVEL 2  
LADR Landscape Architects Inc  
#3-864 Queens Avenue  
Victoria, BC  
V8T 1M5  

P:   
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Pamela Martin

From: Dave Hatt 
Sent: July 23, 2020 12:55 PM
To: Public Hearings
Cc: cindyhatt; Jordan Milne
Subject: RE: 1015 Cook Street: Rezoning Application No. 00670 and Development Permit with Variances 

Application No. 00131

RE: 1015 Cook Street: Rezoning Application No. 00670 and Development Permit with Variances Application 
No. 00131 
 
Attn: Victoria City Council 
 
This is a letter of support for GMC Properties, (Jordan Milne, CEO) for the proposed Rezoning Application No. 00670 
and Development Permit with Variances Application No. 00131. We are Dave & Cindy Hatt and we are commercial 
tenants of 1019 Cook St which is next door to the building in question at 1015 Cook. We have been in business at this 
location since 2006 and we believe that the re-development of 1015 Cook Street would benefit the neighbourhood. We 
supported Abstract Developments proposal for 'The Black & White Building' development at the corner of Fort and Cook 
and we support the proposal to renovate and upgrade 1015 Cook St. by GMC Properties.  
 
We are the only tenant to have stayed on during the entire renovation of our building at 1017/1019/1021 Cook St after the 
building caught fire. Throughout the process, we have been impressed with the quality of work of the renovations by GMC 
of the residential apartments upstairs as well as the commercial space next to us.  
 
It is our belief that GMC's proposed upgrade to 1015 Cook will be a net positive for our business and for our community 
and we look forward to providing our service to the new tenants that will move into the units in that building. We trust that 
the City of Victoria will approve their application.  
 
Thank You, 

Dave Hatt & Cindy Hatt 
Owners, The WetCleaner Non-Toxic Dry Cleaning  
1019 Cook Street 
Victoria, BC, V8V 3Z6 
Office:  
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Pamela Martin

From: Tuffy M 
Sent: July 23, 2020 1:28 PM
To: Public Hearings
Subject: Public Hearing No. 20-066 - 1015 Cook Street

To Victoria City Council, 
 
I oppose the development permit application for the land located at 1015 Cook Street, Development Permit Area 16. 
Specifically, the variance requested to reduce the vehicle parking from 16 to 3, and visitor parking from 3 to 1. 
 
The building being proposed is a 5-storey apartment building with both residential and live/work units. 
 
There is already severely limited, available parking in the neighborhood. It is entirely unreasonable to suggest that a 
multiple dwelling as proposed would not require ample parking. 
It's ludicrous to think that the vast majority of the intended residents would either a) not have or require a vehicle or b) not 
have visitors with a vehicle. 
If there is no parking provided, where would these individuals park their vehicles? 
 
There is essentially no public parking on either the east or west side of Cook Street, within 4-5 blocks north or south of 
this address. 
The residential streets around this address are already at capacity. 
 
In short, this variance would already exacerbate an already congested traffic and parking situation along Cook Street. 
 
Thanks for your consideration, 
 
Tuffy McPherson 
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Pamela Martin

From: maryann lee 
Sent: July 23, 2020 1:29 PM
To: Public Hearings
Subject: Re: parking

 
I don’t agreement to add more parking for 1015 cook street  and for there guess. It’s going to create a lot of problems for 
others that’s looking for parking.  
 
Thank you  
Mary Ann  
 
 
 
 
Sent 
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Pamela Martin

From: Emily Erickson 
Sent: July 23, 2020 1:32 PM
To: Public Hearings
Subject: 1015 Cook Street

Hello,  
 
I am writing to you to advise you of the parking issue we are already experiencing in the neighborhood. The 
proposed development for 32 units with only 4 parking spots at 1015 Cook Street would cause more issues in 
the surrounding areas for businesses and residents. I hope you take this into consideration and deny the 
parking variance proposal.  
 
Sincerely,  
Emily Erickson 
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Pamela Martin

From: trevor robertson >
Sent: July 23, 2020 1:33 PM
To: Public Hearings
Subject: 1015 Cook Street Parking Variance

The proposed variance to reduce the number of parking stalls from 16 to 3 and visitor parking stalls from 3 to 1 at 1015 
Cook Street is going to cause a parking disaster in the area. It is asinine to assume that so few of the future tenants will 
not own vehicles that they will require parking. If they are not provided parking spots at the building, where will they 
park? Parking is already a problem in the area, and this parking variance will only compound the problem. I strongly 
oppose this variance due to the negative impact this parking nightmare will have on the neighborhood.  
 
I hope you will take these concerns into consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Trevor Robertson 
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Pamela Martin

From: Mike Zadravec 
Sent: July 23, 2020 1:39 PM
To: Public Hearings
Subject: 1015 Cook Street

To whom it may concern, 
 
I do not believe the proposed change to reduce the available vehicle from 19 stalls to 4 stalls to be a feasible endeavor. 
There is already a lack of available parking nearby due to recent construction developments in the area.  Please do not 
consider reducing the available parking.   
 
Regards,  
Michael Zadravec  
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Pamela Martin

From: Ron Hampton 
Sent: July 23, 2020 1:40 PM
To: Public Hearings
Subject: Parking Variance Email

Subject: RE: Parking Submission Email 
 

I strongly oppose the development permit application for the land located at 1015 Cook Street, Development 
Permit Area 16. 
Specifically, the variance requested to reduce the vehicle parking from 16 to 3, and visitor parking from 3 to 1. 
 
The building being proposed is a 5-storey apartment building with both residential and live/work units.  The 
developer should be required to provide the required parking. 
 
There is already extremely limited available parking in the neighborhood. It is entirely unreasonable to suggest 
that a multiple dwelling as proposed would not require ample parking. 
It's ludicrous to think that the vast majority of the intended residents would either a) not have or require a 
vehicle or b) not have visitors with a vehicle. 
If there is no parking provided, where would these individuals park their vehicles?  Residents in the 
neighborhood are already parking all day and shuffling their vehicles throughout the day making it impossible 
for patrons to find parking in the neighborhood. 
 
There is essentially no public parking on either the east or west side of Cook Street, within 4-5 blocks north or 
south of this address. 
The residential streets around this address are already at capacity. 
 
In short, this variance would already exacerbate an already congested traffic and parking situation along Cook 
Street.  As previously stated, the developer should be required to provide the necessary parking, without any 
variance. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
 
Ron Hampton     
1009 Cook Street 
Victoria, BC 
V8V 3Z6 
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Pamela Martin

From: Tina Hartl >
Sent: July 23, 2020 1:47 PM
To: Public Hearings
Subject: Zoning Regulation Bylaw, Amendment Bylaw (No. 1228) - No. 20-066 (1015 Cook Street)

To the Council of the City of Victoria, 
 
I am immensely opposed to the prospect of the reduced number of parking spots with the Development 
Permit of 1015 Cook Street. 
 
There is already a shortage of available parking spaces for the residents and businesses in the area. With 
recent developments within the same area, the problem has already become drastically apparent. 
 
To develop another building with a mix of residential and business units, would excessively increase this 
problem. Especially for the existing businesses that are already dealing with this ongoing issue. 
 
Please consider that adding parking to the immediate area would benefit the proposed development as well 
as the rest of the community. Providing more access to the local businesses and preventing patrons parking in 
the surrounding residential areas. 
 
Sincerely, 
Tina Hartl 
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Pamela Martin

From: Kevin Hampton >
Sent: July 23, 2020 1:51 PM
To: Public Hearings
Subject: 1015 Cook Street

There is already not enough parking in the area. I was in both shock and disbelief when I was informed of this proposal. 
That was followed by feelings of discouragement, deflation, frustration, and ultimately anger. I hope the Victoria City 
council will not approve this proposal. Please do not underestimate how important this issue is to me. I look forward to 
a favourable response.   
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Pamela Martin

From: Zapherah Dewing 
Sent: July 23, 2020 1:54 PM
To: Public Hearings
Subject: Oppose Development Permit - Woman's  Rights 

To Victoria City Council, 
  
I oppose the development permit application for the land located at 1015 Cook Street, Development Permit 
Area 16. 
Specifically, the variance requested to reduce the vehicle parking from 16 to 3, and visitor parking from 3 to 
1. 
 
The building being proposed is a 5-storey apartment building with both residential and live/work units. 
 
There is already severely limited, available parking in the neighborhood. It is entirely unreasonable to suggest 
that a multiple dwelling as proposed would not require parking. 
 
My office is located at 1009 Cook Street, next door to the intended development.  Over the past months, people 
have been parking their vehicles on Cook Street directly in front of the office driveway.  They block the drive 
way, so that I can neither leave work OR park my vehicle so that I can attend work.   I am a single mother; I 
schedule meetings that I have to attend; I am trying to run a business here in Victoria.  
 
Tell me, am I not valued?  Am I not a person in business?  Is it right that you put the wealthy builder above 
the poor business woman?   Or are we not equal?   
 
Sincerely, 
  
Zapherah              
B.A., RCIC, J.D. Candidate 
Volunteer at Victoria Immigration & Refugee Centre 
Zapherah’s Immigration Office 
1009 Cook Street 
Victoria, BC. V8V 3Z6 

 

 
 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and 
privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact me immediately 
and destroy all copies of the original message. Thank you. 
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Pamela Martin

From: Heather-Lynn Erais 
Sent: July 23, 2020 3:10 PM
To: Public Hearings
Subject: Letter of Support for the Charlesworth 

To whom it may concern,  
 
I am writing for my support in the building of The Charlesworth. Both myself and my team member had the pleasure of 
speaking wth Jordan about GMC’s vision for the current space and we strongly believe that it will enhance the 
community of both downtown Victoria NS Fairfield as well. My husband and I just moved to Victoria and we currently 
live on Cook St. While the current building is beautiful in it’s own right, we look forward to the heritage that will be 
restored with the vision that Jordan has to tribute the building to one of the original tenants of the Bell Apartments.  
 
I unfortunately can not make it tonight to speak live about this matter but I hope to convey my strongest support of The 
Charlesworth moving forward in becoming what I’m sure will be a beautiful landmark on Cook St.  
 
Kindly, 

Heather-Lynn Erais 

 
Offering Sustainability on Tap 
Connect with us: website + instagram  
101 - 200 Cook St, Victoria BC V8V 3X1 

 
 



1

Pamela Martin

From: Chris Stackaruk 
Sent: July 23, 2020 9:40 AM
To: Public Hearings
Subject: Rezoning application No. 00670-1015 Cook Street

Hello,  
 
I am a Victoria resident and would like to submit my comments on the following:  

 Rezoning application No. 00670‐1015 Cook Street, hearing TODAY 

My info:  

 Christian R Stackaruk 
 307‐1021 Cook Street, Victoria, BC, V8V3Z6 

My comments are:  
 
I believe that the proposed project by GMC is a really great addition to my neighbourhood. I am confident of this as one 
of their tenants and also as the nextdoor neighbour to the project. Here are two reasons why:  
 
It is a Fantastic Project: The building, as they have planned it, is thoughtfully designed and perfect for the neighborhood 
it is entering. It is a wonderful addition to the beautifully re‐designed properties straddling Meres and Cook today. I 
believe it will foster a stronger sense of community on our strip of Cook St., and also bring in good businesses, foot 
traffic, and new amenities for our area.  
 
They are A Great Company: The owners of GMC are very thoughtful about community development and the impact 
that their projects have on the lives of their neighbours and tenants. I've witnessed this as one of their tenants. I also, 
coincidentally, know some of their other business associates and they have told me only very good things about their 
stewardship of real estate and community resources.  
 
Please support their rezoning application.  
 
(FYI, I have no financial stake or conflict of interest in this. GMC informed me of the proceeding and I have sent in this 
letter because I want to support their project.) 
 
— 
 
thank you,  
 
Chris 
 
 
 



Avril Matthews 
1018 Joan Crescent 
Victoria, BC 
V8S 3L5 

City of Victoria 
1 Centennial Square 
Victoria, BC 
V8W 1P6 

July 22, 2020 

For the attention of Mayor Helps and Victoria City Council 

Reference: Rezoning application No. 00670-1015 Cook Street. 
Proposed development of 1015 Cook Street by GMC Projects.  

I write in connection with the above planning application. I know the site well. I wish to offer my support to the 
proposal, for the reasons outlined below. 

• The project does not maximize the Official Community Plan (OCP) for either density or height.  
• Through community consultation, building setbacks have purposely been positioned in order to 

maximize views and open space for the neighbours. 
• New painted mural in honor of Alick Charlesworth which respects the visibility of Bell mural. 
• 31 new rental homes for our city that is badly in need of downtown rentals.  
• Going above and beyond the cities tenant assistance program for existing residents. 
• A promoted modern multi-modal transportation model. A 92-walk score & 100 bike score. 
• 3 on-site car share vehicles. 33 indoor bike parking stalls. Bike wash and repair station. Perfect for 

downtown living. 
• Shared rooftop patio space encourages community gathering & a sustainable balanced lifestyle. 
• Un-building the existing structure to re-use material where possible and save from the landfill. 
• A rendering of the project can be seen at www.thecharlesworth.ca 

GMC Projects has a reputation for breathing new life into existing buildings and creating spaces that renters 
can be proud of.  I speak from experience, as a recent resident of GMC Project’s Portage West community.  I 
was endless impressed with the care and attention that went into the community and their management of it.  
I was proud to be a renter in one of their properties.  GMC Project will do the right thing – always.   

By all means feel free to reach out to me if you would like to discuss in person. 

Sincerely.  

 

Avril Matthews 
 

 

https://www.thecharlesworth.ca/
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Pamela Martin

From: Gregory Jacklin >
Sent: July 22, 2020 5:46 PM
To: Public Hearings
Subject: Proposed Rezoning Application for 1015 Cook St.

Dear Mayor Helps and City of Victoria Council Members, 
 

We do not support the rezoning of 1015 Cook Street to allow for the development of the Charlesworth 
that is scheduled to go before Council on July 23, 2020.  
 

We have been residents of 1137 Meares since 2009 and have witnessed many changes in our neighbourhood. 
Most have been good, but with recent developments there has been increasing pressure on the limited 
number of parking spaces. As avid supporters of local businesses we are worried that by not requiring new 
developments to provide  on site parking for their tenants, businesses will move away because their 
customers will not be able to find on street parking. To maintain a vibrant and liveable Upper Fort St., existing 
on street parking must be prioritized for the customers of the local businesses.  Allowing development 
without sufficient on site parking may drive away the few remaining businesses on Upper Fort St. 
 

We are also worried about the impact a 5 story building will have on our property value and privacy as our 
roof top deck has views of the city and the mountains to the south and west. A 5 story building 10 meters 
away will not only block our wonderful view but also shadow our building from the sunlight that is a feature 
we love now. 
 

We are concerned that the proposed 5‐storey building is too large for the small block between Meares St. and 
Rockland Ave. thereby disrupting the transition in size from the neighbouring heritage houses, 4 storey 
condos and/or apartments, single floor businesses and townhouses around the proposed development on 

Cook St, Meares St and Rockland Ave.. We are concerned a 5‐storey building in place of a 2‐floor 
house will not fit into the character of the small block on Cook St. between Meares St. and 
Rockland Ave., noted as the edge of the transition zone in the Fairfield Community Plan. We are 
extremely happy with what the developers have done with the Bell apartment building next door 
‐ they are great neighbours and community builders. 
 

We would fully support a 4‐storey building, of similar height to the Bell apartments on that lot, that 
is consistent in height with other buildings in the block bordered by Meares St, Cook St. and Rockland Ave. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Greg and Judy Jacklin 
4‐1137 Meares St. 


