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Victoria - The Province is earmarking up to $1 billion of additional spending targeted to address
COVID-19 impacts and restart plans of local governments and public transit services,

conditional on matching federal contributions under a 50/50 cost-sharing criteria.

British C-olumbians are depending on government to provide help during the pandemic and build
a resilient, secure future for our province,” said Premier John F]organ. “That’s why I’m pleased
this new funding will secure B.C.'s share of the federal government's $19-billion Safe Restart
program and ensure people have access to the critical services they need in their communities.

Fransit services are critical for a successful restart of the B.C. economy. This funding will help
address some of the revenue shortfalls created by COVID-19 and help ensure that important local
government and transit services remain available throughout BC’s Restart Plan.

Fo make sure people in B.C. get the maximum support from the national Safe Restart funding
package, we are committing additional funds to support local governments and public transit, both
of which are critical to restarting our economy." said Carole James, Minister of Finance. "We have
a shared commitment to come together to build back our economy and keep people healthy and
safe. Subsequently, the federal Safe Restart program includes additional funding to support the
Province-s efforts in health care. child care and support for vulnerable populations. as well as the
pan-Canadian sick leave program.

Fhe latest commitment by the federal government will help support B.C.’s ongoing efforts to
restart the provincial economy and make it more resilient to possible future waves of the virus.

James introduced supplementary estimates in the legislature for up to $1 billion to fund the
Province's portion of municipal and transit services assistance, depending on the outcome ol
further federal cost-sharing discussions in this priority area.

Fhe federal government has been a reliable partner as the B.C. government has addressed the
impacts of the virus. B.C. will continue to work closely with the federal government to address the
needs of British Columbians.

Learn More:

For information about BC-s Restart Plan. visit: http://gov.bc.ca/restartbc

To learn more about the supports and services available for people. businesses and communities
through the pandemic, visit: www.gov.bc.ca/C'ovid- 19
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For the latest medical updates. including case counts, prevention, risks and testing,
visit: http://www.bccdc.ca/
Or follow @CDCofTBC on Twitter.

For the provincial health officer's orders, notices and guidance. visit: www.gov.bc.ca/phoguidancc

For non-health related information. including financial, child care and education supports, travel,
transportation and essential service information, visit: www.gov.bc.ca/C'ovid- 19
Or call 1 888 C'OVID19 (1 888 268-43 19) between 7:30 a.m. and 8 p.m. (Pacific time), seven days
a week

Media Contacts

Jen Holmwood
Press Secretary
Deputy Communications Director
Office of the Premier

Jen.Holmwood@ gov.bc.ca
250 818-488 1

Ministry of Finance
Media Relations
250 882-6696


