
	

	

 

 
 
 
 

                  James	Bay	Neighbourhood	Association 
 

jbna@vcn.bc.ca	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 www.jbna.org			
Victoria,	B.C.,	Canada	
                    October 20th, 2020 
Mayor and Council, 
City of Victoria 
 
Dear Mayor Helps and Councilors, 
 
Re: 330-336 Michigan Street CRD/CHRC Application No 00122 
 

Correspondence dated November 20, 2018, was forwarded to Mayor and Council 
reporting on the November 14th (46 attendees) community meeting at which the rebuild of 
the CRD Capital Region Housing Corporation complex at 330-336 Michigan was 
considered.   

 
There have been significant changes in the proposal, regarding the build-out 

(footprint and design) and the type or mix of housing units.  Although these changes have 
not been considered at a community meeting, JBNA has received further comment and 
reviewed the February presentation and commentary at the February 2020 CoW meeting. 

 
We offer the following comments/questions for consideration of Mayor and Council: 

1) In 2019, residents directly to the north of the property (on Superior) have stated they 
were not consulted.  Have they since been consulted? 

2) In JBNA’s November 20, 2018 correspondence “concerns raised were related to the 
feel and integration of the building with the streetscape and community.  The current 
structure has a “townhouse” feel with street presence, and the proponents were 
encouraged to alter the proposed “apartment” design by incorporating more street-
front presence.”  We note similar concerns were identified by the Advisory Design 
Panel and are appreciative of the design changes as presented February 27, 2020. 

3) The project, as presented to the community, was to be focused on family-housing.  
We are disappointed in the reduction of 2 and 3 bedroom units (and increase in 
studio/1-bed units) 

4) Mayor and Council have often expressed the need for “accessibility” in housing and 
street design.  This project when first presented had a minimum accessibility 
component.  The changes as shown in February appear to reduce the number of 
accessible units, with no 3-bedroom units now having accessibility in mind.  
Accessible family housing may be more difficult to find than affordable housing. 

 
Please consider putting words of “accessibility” into action with this project. 
 

For your consideration, 

   
Marg Gardiner 
President, JBNA 

Cc:  JBNA Board 
  Alison Meyer, CoV Planning 
    Christine Culham and Paul Kitson, CRD 

 
JBNA	~	honouring	our	history,	building	our	future	
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Pamela Martin

From: Margaret Laurence House 
Sent: October 21, 2020 9:23 AM
To: Public Hearings
Subject: Michigan Square proposal

Dear Mayor and Council, 
 
I am writing in support of CRHC’s Michigan Square redevelopment proposal. 
 
Margaret Laurence House is a second stage transitional housing program for women who have children living with them 
and who are rebuilding their lives in the wake of leaving abusive intimate relationships.   
CRHC are contracted to provide property management services to Margaret Laurence House.  We have worked closely 
with them for many years to move our families from Margaret Laurence House into subsidized family housing.  CRHC’s 
Tenant Services Coordinators are an excellent team who have always been a pleasure to work with.  They have always 
done a remarkable job working with our families to secure appropriate affordable housing.  I have full confidence in 
their ability to work empathically and respectfully with the current tenants of Michigan Square in order to rehouse them 
to make room for the rebuild.   
 
This rebuild and creation of additional affordable housing spaces is a tremendous opportunity for the James Bay 
community and for Victoria.  With our current housing crisis, additional affordable family housing is critical.  Single 
mother led families, in particular, are falling through the cracks as they are not visible as homeless as they often couch 
surf or move into inadequate or inappropriate housing to ensure a roof over their children’s heads.  Or they are forced 
to move into market rent housing that they can’t afford as a single income earner, leaving them making difficult choices 
about how to afford food and other necessities for their families.  The ability of our Margaret Laurence House families 
to obtain subsidized housing is critical to their healing from trauma, and to their mental and physical wellbeing.  The 
creation of more affordable housing space is critical for Victoria at this time in order for us as a community to support 
families and children.  A project that expands Victoria’s availability of affordable housing should be supported. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of CRHC’s application for approval to rebuild Michigan Square to support additional 
subsidized housing spaces for families in Victoria. 
 
Melanie Smart 
 
------------------------------------------ 
Melanie Smart & Julie McKee 
Margaret Laurence House Second Stage Housing 
Phone:  
  
Confidentiality Notice: This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may 
contain information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  Any distribution, copying or 
disclosure is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately and arrange for the 
return or destruction of this document. 

 
 

This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above, and may contain information 
that is privileged, confidential or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended 
recipient or their employee or agent responsible for receiving the message on their behalf your receipt of this 
message is in error and not meant to waive privilege in this message. Please notify us immediately, and delete 
the message and any attachments without reading the attachments. Any dissemination, distribution or copying 
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of this communication by anyone other than the intended recipient is strictly prohibited. Thank you. Please 
consider the environment before printing this email.  
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