
 
Downtown Victoria Business Association 

20 Centennial Square 
Victoria, BC 

 
 

July 9, 2021 

Mayor & Council 
1 Centennial Square 
Victoria BC      V8W 1P6 

Re: Jima cannabis storefront relocation 

Dear Mayor Helps and members of City Council, 

On behalf of the Downtown Victoria Business Association (DVBA), I am writing today in support of Jima’s 
planned cannabis retail location in Downtown Victoria.  

We support new businesses wanting to legally establish themselves in Victoria. This application is unique 
as they are moving from an existing location. Since there is no mechanism in the zoning bylaw to move 
locations, they are going through the rezoning process. The plan to move to a smaller space at 568 Yates 
allows a new tenant to occupy 546 Yates, which has been vacant for a while.  

Jima, with their strong management and retail experience, has proven that they are equipped to 
distribute cannabis safely and responsibly. Jima adheres to protocol to prevent youth access, protect 
vulnerable populations, and ensure their customers understand how to use cannabis in a safe, 
responsible, and considerate manner, with minimal disruption to the surrounding community. This 
includes the strict enforcement of mandatory ID checks, maximum purchase amounts, and all applicable 
bylaws, even extending to a no noise and no smoking rule in proximity of their storefront.  

Jima has made it clear, both by their stated mission and their track record, that they are committed to 
maintaining an orderly storefront and enriching the communities they serve. We do not believe there 
are any clustering issues in the downtown with cannabis locations.    

In closing, we strongly believe that Jima will be a valued member of the community. We anticipate their 
presence will support local businesses and increase foot traffic in the area while providing a vital source 
of legal, quality-assured cannabis, and in turn helping to eliminate unscrupulous black-market operators. 

Sincerely, 

 

Jeff Bray 
Executive Director, Downtown Victoria Business Association 
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