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Appendix D:  
Fifth Street Playground: Project Proposal 
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Letter to Mayor & Council

May 26, 2021

City of Victoria
1 Centennial Square
Victoria, British Columbia
V8W 1P6

Dear Mayor Helps, Council, and Sta :

Re: Park proposal at:
2550 Fifth Street
2554 Fifth Street
2560 Fifth Street
PID�s 025-648-519; 006-007-007; 006-007-023

Aryze is pleased to present our concept proposal for the above noted lands on Fifth Street
directly adjacent to our recently completed residential rental project at 2570 Fifth Street in
Quadra Village. The City of Victoria and School District 61 lands, addressed 2550, 2554, and
2560 5th Street, have sat vacant for years. This greenspace behind the former Quadra Primary
School has been mostly forgotten and is highly underutilized. For a sizable open space in a
vibrant growing neighbourhood with a shortage of public outdoor amenities, this represents a
unique opportunity.

Proposal Outline

Working with landscape architects at Biophilia, a vision has emerged of a shared greenspace
with a combination of programmed areas tailored for specic user groups and an open green
inviting passerby to stop and linger, taking advantage of the quiet at the mid-block location. This
is a natural t for the space and for the broader neighbourhood, as the site lies within a block of
Quadra Street and its shops and services, while the site itself already functions as the �green
lung� of the area, albeit in a form far removed from its potential. We see this as a compliment to
the existing context and a lasting contribution to the neighbourhood, both in terms of
streetscape and recreational opportunities as well as public health.
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As shown on the enclosed plan, the design stems from the shallow and broad approximately
0.55 acre parcel. This allows for the more intensive, programmatic uses to be clustered along
the property line nearest multi-family buildings to the north, while the planting and landscaping
becomes �wilder� as it progresses towards the single family residential uses to the south. A
mid-block path splits the park and provides cut-through access between Fifth and Quadra
Streets. The scheme emphasizes a native, drought-resistant planting scheme and natural
landscaping. The play equipment as proposed will be supplied by local company Kinsol Timber,
who, with access to Canada�s most sustainable yellow cedar, are broadly experienced in
planning, fabricating, and erecting timber structures, including some of the most innovative (and
fun) natural playgrounds.

At the northeastern sector of the park we had the opportunity to implement ideas from multiple
public feedback opportunities. Specically, we responded to the call for outdoor covered
gathering space by adding a trellis pergola with corrugated rainproof metal roof to the space
between the playgrounds and the food gardens, allowing gardeners to rest and socialize and
giving children a dry place to play.

Aryze is proposing the park upgrades are carried out on a phased basis. Phase one, comprising
the playgrounds for 18 months to 3 years old and 3-12 years old, will be funded by Aryze as a
gift to the City and neighbourhood that we are a part of. Phase two will be funded by way of an
amenity contribution, contingent on rezoning and development permit approval, from our
ongoing redevelopment of 1025 Kings Road, at the north end of the same block.

Community Engagement Summary

To date, correspondence has been carried out with the Quadra Village Community Centre and
Neighbourhood Action Committee to inform stakeholders and seek feedback on the proposal.
Councillor Liaison Ben Isitt has also hosted a virtual community meeting in which 16 neighbours,
including 4 of those living immediately adjacent to the subject site, joined for an opportunity to
voice their thoughts and view a brief presentation. Input is currently being reviewed for
incorporation into the plans, and reception was positive, with all 4 adjacent neighbours voting
�yes� to the park in an informal straw poll. We heard that there is a desire for more recreational
spaces for all ages in the Hillside-Quadra neighbourhood, with an especially strong desire to add
more outdoor social spaces for older children and teenagers to spend time in. We have since
incorporated these suggestions and sentiments into the design and presented the updated

@AryzeDevelopments 2



plans to the Quadra Village Neighbourhood Action Committee, who unanimously approved of
the revisions.
Project Schedule

From the date of approval, we estimate a three month mobilization and construction period to
complete phase 1 of the project. Phase 2 timing will be resolved in the coming months.

Thank you for your time,

Luke Mari
Principal
Aryze Developments
Luke@aryze.ca
250-881-6077
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