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Capital Tree Service Inc. 
Capital Tree Service Inc. (CTS) was retained by Sean Rorison (Client), a representative of BC 
Housing (the Client), regarding the construction of a new supportive housing building at 722 
and 726 Discovery St (the Site) in the City of Victoria (CoV). Following the initial development 
application, the City of Victoria requested that the client retain the three (3) large Garry oak 
(Quercus garryana) trees (tagged 151-153) along the property frontage(s). To determine the 
feasibility of retaining these trees, ScanPlus Ltd was contacted to utilize Ground Penetrating 
Radar (GPR) to locate the tree roots. A memorandum detailing the GPR findings dated 
December 15, 2022 and prepared by CTS was submitted to the CoV (Appendix A).  

To accommodate the retention of trees 151 and 152, the Client has pursued the option of 
rotating the footprint of the proposed development and shifting it North on the property to 
achieve a 10m setback from the Southern property line. In the December 15th Memorandum, 
CTS recommended the 10m setback as it was significantly more likely to increase the 
survivability to any of the retained oak trees over an 8m or 5m setback. For the development to 
achieve the project goals and retain a 10m setback, the Client has proposed a reduced setback 
from the Northern property line of 4m. Tree 153 will require removal to allow for civil servicing 
of the development (please see Civil Drawings prepared by Lawson Engineering Ltd.). 

By shifting the building back 10m from the Southern property line and installing the amenity 
space among the oaks, Trees 151 and 152 will be retainable. The proposed amenity space will 
remove all the asphalt from around these trees (please see Landscape Drawings prepared by 
WSP). Final surfacing will primarily consist of tree wells, planting areas, or permeable surfaces 
in this area. Each would result in increased permeability, allowing for improved rates of water 
infiltration and gas exchange. Any infrastructure requiring footings, including the proposed 
bench/walls around the tree pits, should be installed on a grade beam, with screw pilings 
installed under Arborist Supervision, to mitigate any compaction in this area. While impacts to 
Trees 151 and 152 are expected to be moderate, the increased permeability, tree pits, and 
mitigation opportunities will provide improved growing conditions.  

Before the project begins, CTS recommends the removal of all asphalt in the footprint of the 
proposed amenity space. Once hardscapes have been removed, air spading should be 
conducted for each tree, with the trenches backfilled with high quality topsoil. A 5-10cm layer 
of mulch should then be laid out and maintained at that depth, until installation of the amenity 
space is ready to occur. This remediation work should occur as soon as possible if the proposed 
plan, with 10m Southern and 4m Northern setback, is to proceed.  
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During construction, care should be taken to mitigate all impacts to the trees. This should 
include Tree Protection Fencing on the edge of construction, keeping ALL equipment, material, 
and personnel outside of the fencing, and watering the trees through the dry periods. All 
excavation along the perimeter of retained rooting area (footprint of the amenity space) should 
be under the supervision of the project arborist, who should wrap all roots greater 2cm, if 
encountered, with burlap (and kept wet during hot summer months). Especially close attention 
should be taken when removing the necessary roots of tree 153 and excavating for the 
retaining wall along the West side of the amenity space.  
 
Post-construction, CTS would recommend on going watering during summer months, deep root 
fertilizations for two following springs (and as necessary there after), and air spading if any 
compaction within the retained PRZs occurred. 
 
Additional comments addressing the final design, grading of the amenity space, and 
construction mitigation measures are forthcoming in the Arborist Report at the time of the 
Building Permit Application. This letter is to confirm that the proposed building footprint, site 
servicing, and installation of an amenity space within the Protected and Critical Root Zones of 
Trees 151 and 152 is expected to allow for the long-term survivability of both trees. Shifting the 
footprint South, to allow for a greater setback on the North side of the property would 
decrease the likely survivability of Trees 151 and 152.  

 

 
Keegan Durovich 27/02/2023 
Capital Tree Service Inc. 
ISA Certified Arborist TRAQ PN-9272A 
B.A.Sc.  
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Capital Tree Service Inc. (CTS) 
 
CONDITIONS OF ASSESSMENT AGREEMENT 

This Conditions of Assessment Agreement is made pursuant to and as a provision of CTS, providing tree 
assessment services as agreed to between the parties, the terms and substance of which are 
incorporated in and made a part of this Agreement (collectively the “Services”). 
Trees are living organisms that are subject to stress and conditions and which inherently impose some 
degree or level of risk. Unless a tree is removed, the risk cannot be eliminated entirely. Tree conditions 
may also change over time even if there is no external evidence or manifestation. In that CTS provides 
the Services at a point in time utilizing applicable standard industry practices, any conclusions and 
recommendations provided are relevant only to the facts and conditions at the time the Services are 
performed. Given that CTS cannot predict or otherwise determine subsequent developments, CTS will 
not be liable for any such developments, acts, or conditions that occur including, but not limited to, 
decay, deterioration, or damage from any cause, insect infestation, acts of god or nature or otherwise. 
Unless otherwise stated in writing, assessments are performed visually from the ground on the above-
ground portions of the tree(s). However, the outward appearance of trees may conceal defects. 
Therefore, to the extent permitted by law, CTS does not make and expressly disclaims any warranties or 
representations of any kind, express or implied, with respect to completeness or accuracy of the 
information contained in the reports or findings resulting from the Services beyond that expressly 
contracted for by CTS in writing, including, but not limited to, performing diagnosis or identifying 
hazards or conditions not within the scope of the Services or not readily discoverable using the methods 
applied pursuant to applicable standard industry practices. Further, CTS’ liability for any claim, damage 
or loss caused by or related to the Services shall be limited to the work expressly contracted for. 
In performing the Services, CTS may have reviewed publicly available or other third- party records or 
conducted interviews and has assumed the genuineness of such documents and statements. CTS 
disclaims any liability for errors, omissions, or inaccuracies resulting from or contained in any 
information obtained from any third- party or publicly available source. 
Except as agreed to between the parties prior to the Services being performed, the reports and 
recommendations resulting from the Services may not be used by any other party or for any other 
purpose. The undersigned also agrees, to the extent permitted by law, to protect, indemnify, defend 
and hold CTS harmless from and against any and all claims, demands, actions, rights and causes of action 
of every kind and nature, including actions for contribution or indemnity, that may hereafter at any time 
be asserted against CTS or another party, including, but not limited to, bodily injury or death or property 
damage arising in any manner from or in any way related to any disclaimers or limitations in this 
Agreement. 
By accepting or using the Services, the customer will be deemed to have agreed to the terms of this 
Agreement, even if it is not signed. 
 
Acknowledged by: 
 
Name of Customer: BC Housing, 722 & 726 Discovery Street, Victoria, BC V8T 1H2 
 
Authorized Signature: _______________________________________________ 
  
Date: 2023-02-28 
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Appendix A ‘Rooting Analysis’
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