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Outline

• Role of the Medical Health Officer

• Key population health updates

•Working together
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Dr. Mike Benusic

Dr. Dee Hoyano

Dr. Murray Fyfe

Chief MHO: Dr. Reka Gustafson

Public Health Act

Section 73(3): A medical health officer must advise, in an independent 
manner, authorities and local governments within the designated area
(a) on public health issues, including health promotion and health 
protection,
(b) on bylaws, policies and practices respecting those issues, and
(c) on any matter arising from the exercise of the medical health officer's 
powers or performance of his or her duties under this or any other 
enactment.

Section 83: A local government must do all of the following:
(a) if the local government becomes aware of a health hazard or health 
impediment within its jurisdiction, take an action required by a regulation 
made under section 120 (1) (a) [regulations respecting local 
governments], or, if no regulation applies, either
(i) report the health hazard or health impediment to a health officer, or
(ii) take an action the local government has authority to take under this or 
another enactment to respond to the health hazard or health 
impediment;
(b) provide health officers with information the health officers require to 
exercise their powers and perform their duties under this Act;
(c) consider advice or other information provided to the local government 
by a health officer.

Role of the Medical Health Officer (MHO)

4bclaws.gov.bc.ca

• Population & Public Health Assessment
• Communicable Disease Control & Prevention
• Community Care Facilities Licensing
• Environmental Public Health
• Healthy Communities
• Tobacco & Vapour Prevention & Control
• Vaccination
• Substance Use & Harm Reduction
• Health Units: vaccination, perinatal, sexual health, 

speech, audiology, dental
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What makes people healthy?

Source: WHO

Incl. Built Environment

Natural Environment
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What makes people healthy?
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Climate Action and 
Environmental Stewardship

Housing
Transportation

Parks, Recreation and 
Gathering Spaces

Community Well‐
Being and Safety

Economic Health 
and Community 

Vitality

Truth and 
Reconciliation

Arts, Culture, Music, 
Sport and Entertainment
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Data sources
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communityhealth.phsa.ca

bccdc.ca
islandhealth.ca

communityhealth.phsa.ca James Bay/FairfieldDowntown Victoria/Vic West
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BCCDC SPEAK
9
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ulaval.ca

Natural & Built Environment

Statistics Canada, 2021 Census
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Legal Substance Use

Health Outcomes: Chronic Disease & Mental Health

Source: Chronic Disease Registry Dashboard, BCCDC Observatory, 2020/21

communityhealth.phsa.ca 12
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Health Outcomes: Hospitalizations due to legal substances

tobacco

alcohol
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Health Outcomes: Life Expectancy

Source: Vital Statistics, Population Health Surveillance and Epidemiology, Office of the Provincial Health Officer
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Source: BCCDC Mortality Context App
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Source: BCCDC Mortality Context App
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What makes people healthy?

Source: WHO

Incl. Built Environment

Natural Environment
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Mike Benusic MD MPH CCFP FRCPC
Medical Health Officer, South Vancouver Island
michael.benusic@islandhealth.ca 250‐519‐3406
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