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Executive Summary
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IT IS NOT WHAT YOU LOOK AT THAT 
MATTERS, IT IS WHAT YOU SEE. 

- HENRY DAVID THOREAU

Building Blocks
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Site Analysis
Existing Context

clear.

DESIGN STRATEGIES
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MARCH (8 am, noon, 4pm) JUNE (8 am, noon, 4pm) DECEMBER (9 am, noon, 4pm)
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Microclimate

DESIGN STRATEGIES
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District Analysis

DESIGN STRATEGIES
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Downtown Growth

DESIGN STRATEGIES
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A New Centennial Square
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A Place for All A Magnet for Public Life Celebrate the Past,  Adapt to the 
Future

place of civic 
urban vitality

celebration play cultural expression. 

accessible inclusive welcoming space 

symbolic cultural
functional 

central gathering civic space for the 

vibrant 
hub activity connection 

engaging programming dynamic 
community amenities.

civic 
heart

natural cultural designed 
histories

storied 
history present reality  

future potential – one that is resilient
changing climates, is 

adaptable vibrant. The transformation 
boldness

to balance potentially competing interests. 

Guiding Principles
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Infuse Whimsy and Play Prioritize Timeless and Enduring 
Design

 spark 
joy creativity

exploration
creative expression. 

fun joy

can engage in spontaneous interactions
delightful surprises

lasting memories. 

shared encounter 
space

 coherently come 

public realm experience. 

timeless principles of 
simplicity functionality serve as a 

urban renewal
increasing pressure

timeless design functional 
simplicity
to the evolving needs

adaptability 
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Design Strategies

Build on Work to Date Bring Back the Civic Heart Reinforce Existing Circulation Sticky Edges

Leverage Grades Maximize Gathering Space

possibilities for gathering. 

Create a Hierarchy of Nodes Optimize Solar Access

comfort.
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The Monoliths and the Fountain
The role of the Monoliths can be 
rethought to open up the Square.

Option 1: Move Up
• 

Option 2: Shift a Little

Option 3: Scatter
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Commercial Space + Bike Valet
A key part of activating the Square will 
be bringing a commercial energy to the 
space.
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The Trees
The renewed Centennial Square should focus on a tree 
strategy for the next 50-100 years.
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A Collaborative Process
The current process builds on Public 
Engagement completed as part of the 
Centennial Square Action Plan.

• 
• 
• 
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The Original Concept
The original Centennial Square Action 
Plan presented a vision for the Square in 
2018 balancing a number of elements.
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The Original Concept
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Three Concept Options

The Urban Forest

Three concepts were developed, to explore the 
recommended open space program for the Square.

The Square The Urban Plaza
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Urban Design Narrative

The Big Idea
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exciting, comfortable, 
welcoming, friendly, cozy, 

familiar, destination

passive recreation, relaxing, 
cozy, welcoming

gateway, formal, green, 
urban, welcoming
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Douglas Street Civic Plaza The Heart

The Green

Active Edges
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The Updated Concept Plan
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View of Douglas Street Plaza from the northeast looking south.
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Douglas Street Plaza

A Civic Story
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View of The Heart from the northwest looking south towards City Hall.
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The Heart - A Playful Experience

A Fun and Flexible Zone

months. 
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Aerial View of The Heart during a fall market, looking east.
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Light Poles + Events
Framing the Square

heritage.
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Light Poles + Events

15m

10m
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+/- 2.8m +/- 2.8m
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Programming and Performance Opportunities

Large Performance

events and gatherings.

Market Day

Holiday Events

Small Scale Programming

Loading + Access
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Undercroft, Arcade, and Existing Stage

Supporting the Square 1 2
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Stormwater Strategy + Climate Resilency

Celebrating and Reusing Water

Zone 3

Zone 2

Zone 1
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Lighting Strategy

Vibrant and Colourful
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ELEMENTS

METAL SITE ELEMENTS

ELEMENTS

INSET STORY ELEMENTS

Materiality
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85

Planting

Bringing the Natural In

to a changing climate.
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Moving Forward: Implementation

Victoria. 
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Phasing Strategy
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Technical Appendices
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