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City of Victoria MAY 2 6 2014
1 Centennial Square Planning & Development Department
Victoria, BC V8W 1P6 Development Services Division

Dear Mayor and Council:

Re: Roundhouse Development Permit / Heritage Alteration Permit (DP/HAP) Application

Originally constructed in 1913, Victoria’s former CPR Roundhouse celebrated its centennial last year and
Focus Equities is proud to be stewarding the revitalization of the heritage buildings and the
transformation of the WNational Historic Site into a community destination: the Roundhouse
Marketplace. The Roundhouse will become a commercial and social focal point for the Bayview Place
neighbourhood and an amenity for the surrounding Victoria West community. It will attract people
from other parts of the region as well, including visitors to the city.

Development Permit / Heritage Alteration Permit Application

The submission of this combined Development Permit (DP) and Heritage Alteration Permit (HAP)
application marks a major milestone in the history of Victoria and advances detailed plans that have
been developed through significant community collaboration and design consideration. Focus Equities
has made the decision to advance the development of this precinct as the first phase of the Roundhouse
site. Previously, it was thought that it would follow the completion of one or two residential towers at
Roundhouse. The project will now bring a significant neighbourhood and community amenity on stream
much earlier than anticipated. Getting to this stage has taken longer than originally anticipated, largely
due to the major changes in the urban development market as a result of the recession in 2008/2009.
This additional time, however, has been used to further refine the concepts presented during the 2008

rezoning process to develop more robust plans, which also support the implementation of the
Roundhouse as a first phase of development.

The scope of the project includes site remediation; reconstruction of the historic rail yard; restoration of
the Turntable; renovation and adaptive re-use of four, early 20th century buildings; and, construction of
three new one-storey buildings. The principal functions in the project include retail, restaurant, food
market, arts and crafts and light industrial uses. Outdoor areas will be developed for multi-modal
circulation, parking, public open space activities and cultural interpretation.

Official Community Plan Amendment Application

The proposal is substantially consistent with the overall project vision established by the Roundhouse
Design Guidelines (RDG) and the Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada (SGCHPC).
The proposal is consistent with the CD-12 Zone, Roundhouse District and requires only one minor
building setback variance. Through preliminary work with City staff over the last 12-18 months, a few
guidelines have been identified as requiring amendment in response to our proposed DP/HAP plans. An
application to revise the RDG through an Official Community Plan (OCP) Amendment has been
submitted concurrently with the DP/HAP Application, and the full details of the design guideline
amendments are included in our submission document. The following is a brief statement of rationale
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