CITY OF

VICTORIA

Planning and Land Use Committee Report
For the Meeting of June 19, 2014

Date: June 3, 2014 From: Don Kitchen, Acting Chief Building Inspector

Subject: Development Variance Application #00135 for 1950 Foul Bay Road
Application to Vary the Sign Bylaw

Executive Summary

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with information, analysis and recommendations
regarding a requested variance to the Sign Bylaw for a property located at 1950 Foul Bay Road.

Due to a change in ownership from a Safeway store to a Save-On-Foods store, the owner of the
property located at 1950 Foul Bay Road, has made application to remove one existing fascia sign
on the building at this address and replace it with a new fascia sign. The proposed sign exceeds
the City of Victoria Sign Bylaw regulations as the proposed fascia sign is substantially larger in
display surface than would be permitted. The property owner is seeking a variance to Section 9.2
(2) of the City of Victoria Sign Bylaw No. 92-30 which would restrict the size of the fascia signtoa
maximum of 9 m?. The proposed fascia sign is 16.52 m? in area which exceeds the maximum
permitted individual size of 9 m?.

Staff recommend that the larger size of the sign is appropriate in this location and complies with
applicable design guidelines.

In accordance with the City's Land Use Procedures Bylaw because this is a Development
Variance Permit Application related to the Sign Bylaw, it requires notification, sign posting and a
Hearing.

Recommendations
1. That Council convene a Sign Development Variance Permit hearing for Application
#00135 located at 1950 Foul Bay Road.
2. Following the hearing, that Council consider the following resolution:

That Council authorize DVPSP#00135 for 1950 Foul Bay to vary the size of the
sign from 9 m? to 16.52 m”.

Respectfully submitted, , / o
" e AL A.¢é A
AP Lo P e— Deb Day,'Diréctor
Don Kitchen Sustainable Planning apd/Community
Acting Chief Building Inspector Development Departmgn
Report accepted and recommended by the City Manager: j o
U‘ﬂ\-/.]ason Johnson
Date: Dore\3, )
Dk/kb
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1.0 Purpose

The purpose of this report is to present Council with information, analysis and recommendations
regarding a Development Variance Permit Application #00135 for a sign located at 1950 Foul Bay
Road. The application is to request a variance to the size limitations of the Sign Bylaw.

2.0 Background

Since the sign permit application dated March 7, 2014 exceeded the maximum size provision for
an individual sign, the applicant has applied for a Development Variance Permit to vary the Sign
Bylaw.

The property has recently changed ownership and the signage needs to be changed from
“Safeway” to “Save-On-Foods” The new sign is comprised of the word “save on foods” in
individual letters, with the word “on” in a green circular logo. The sign is approximately 16.52 m?
in size placed where the previous sign and logo were located. The sign is located over 80 m
away from the surrounding roads.

The following data table compares the proposal with the existing Sign Bylaw.

Sign Bylaw Criteria Proposed Bylaw Standard

Maximum size of sign 16.52 m> (177.81sq.ft) | 9m*(96.9 sq. ft.)

The proposed sign is located within Development Permit Area 5 (Large Urban Villages). The
applicable guidelines are the Buildings, Signs and Awnings Advisory Design Guidelines. Staff is
satisfied that the proposed design and placement of the sign on the building is consistent with the
applicable design guidelines.

3.0 Issues and Analysis

The Sign Bylaw sets out limitations on the size of signs. The new sign for “Save-On-Foods” is
approximately twice the size permitted in the Sign Bylaw. This new sign is replacing the
previously approved signage for “Safeway” entirely and involves the removal of the old sign boxes
and sign faces and the installation of new sign boxes and lettering with a logo. If the sign box for
“Safeway” had remained in place and only the plastic face of the sign had been changed, it would
not have been necessary to apply for this Development Variance Permit. However, the Sign
Bylaw stipulates that when a proposed sign does not conform to the rules in the Bylaw, an
application for a Development Variance Permit is necessary.

The proposed new sign is similar in size to the previous “Safeway” sign and is installed on the
same building elevation facing the intersection for Fort Street and Foul Bay Road. Since the
proposed sign is located over 80m from the closest road and is in scale with the building, the
larger sign size can be recommended.
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4.0 Conclusions
Given the proposed “Save-On-Foods” sign is roughly the same size as the previous sign and is
positioned well away from adjacent uses, staff recommend that Committee support this
application.
5.0 Recommendations
5.1 Staff Recommendations

1. That Council convene a Sign Development Variance Permit hearing for Application

#00135 located at 1950 Foul Bay Road.
2. Following the hearing, that Council consider the following resolution:

That Council authorize DVPSP#00135 for 1950 Foul Bay to vary the size of the
sign from 9 m? to 16.52 m®.

5.2  Alternate Recommendation (decline)
That Council decline DVP00135 for 1950 Foul Bay.

6.0 List of Attachments

® Aerial photo (with proposed sign location)

. Letter from applicant dated March 26, 2014

. Plans dated April 2, 2014.
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FIVE 7 STAR

www.fivestarpermits.com

March 26, 2014

His Worship Mayor Dean Fortin and Council % E

City of Victoria
1 Centennial Square
Victoria, BC V8W 1P6

Dear Mayor Fortin and Council:

Re: Save-On-Foods, Signage
1950 Foul Bay Road

We are writing to ask your support for a Development Variance Application regarding the main
identification sign for Save-On-Foods at 1950 Foul Bay Road.

Save-On-Foods is replacing the signs at the former Safeway store. The proposed sign is a similar size to
the former Safeway sign. The Safeway sign was permitted under a previous bylaw, and a variance is
required to replace it.

The Sign Bylaw limits the sign area of any one sign to 9.0m2, and our proposed sign is 16.52m2.

Sign Bylaw No 92-030
Part 7 — Neighbourhood Commercial Sign Zone

10.2(1) Unless otherwise stated, the sign allowance permitted in the Neighbourhood Commercial
Sign Zone is a 1 to 1 ratio requirement. [0.093m2 for each 30cm of the business’ building
frontage]

10.2 (2) The regulations in subsection 9.2(2) apply to a fascia sign in the Neighbourhood
Commercial Sign Zone.

9.2 (2) A fascia sign... (b) shall not have a display surface exceeding 9m2. (Arterial Commercial
Sign Zone).

The Save-On-Foods building is very large and long. It has 333 feet (101m) of frontage. The sign
allowance for a building this size is 337sq ft (31m2). There is an existing sign of 7.8m2, and with the
addition of this proposed sign, the total signage would be 24.32m2. This is well within the overall sign
allowance.

o

Phone 250.487.1210
240 Parsons Road, Okanagan Faills, BC VOH 1R3



Copy

Save-On-Foods Variance Application
Page 2

The proposed sign is similar in size to the former Safeway sign. We have been told by planning staff that
there weren’t any complaints about the Safeway sign. This size provides adequate visibility to the
surrounding roads, which are both over 80m away (260 ft).

If Save-On-Foods were to be limited to a 9.0m2 sign, it would be almost half the size of the previous sign
and of what is now being proposed. This would severely impact visibility for residents and tourists.

We appreciate your consideration and hope that you will support our request.
Thank you.
Sincerely,

Clitbor—

Cy Leah Atkinson
Co-Founder
Five Star Permits

Phone 250.487.1210
240 Parsons Road, Okanagan Falls, BC VOH 1R3
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