


Why Open Government/Open Data 

• Removes barriers to access to information 
• Innovation - allows individuals, entrepreneurs, 

academics and community groups  to study 
communities and develop applications 

• Support economic growth 
• Improves transparency 
• Civic engagement is enhanced 



Open Data Philosophy 

• Data is made free available to the public in 
machine readable format, without restrictions 
from copyright, patents or other mechanisms 
of control 

• Default position should be to proactively 
release, unless one of the mandatory Freedom 
of Information and Protection of Privacy Acts 
applies 



Open Data is… 

• Free for anyone to use, re-use and re-
distribute 



Where We’ve Come From 

• In October 2011, City Council approved the 
Open Government through Open Data 
initiative 
 



Progress to Date 

• New Open Data Catalogue 
• Hosted “hackathon” in 2013  
• Webcasting Council and Committee meetings 
• Open Meetings policy 
• Vic Map 
• Have Your Say Victoria 
• Online garbage collection reminders 
• Social media 

 
 



Progress to Date 

• Recently added staff capacity 
– Information and Privacy Analyst 
– Records Manager  

• Additional IT expertise and tools 



Open Data Catalogue 



VicMap 



VicMap 



Webcasting 



How Can Data Be Used 

• By others 
• By vendors 
• By the City 

 



Recollect Garbage Reminder 



Infographics 



VicMap Interactive Cycling Layer 



Open Data Uses 



Open Data Licence  

• OD Licence allows and encourages the public 
to use the City’s data free of restrictions 

• Recommend the attached Open Data Licence 
• Based on BC 2.0 Licence, which was informed 

by the Government of Canada 2.0 licence 
• Currently adopted by Vancouver, Nanaimo, 

Surrey and others. 



Next Steps 

• Approve recommended Open Data Licence 
• Strategic approach going forward 
• Report back in January 2015 

 



Recommendations: 

1. Approve the attached open data licence, with 
amendment in preamble to British Columbia 
 

2. Direct staff to report back in January 2015 
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