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Presenter:  Gertie Jocksch SC
May 11, 2017

Request by Victoria:  
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We are asking the City of Victoria 

to endorse the Earth Charter
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Toronto & Region Conservation Authority, Canada 
After its endorsement of the Earth Charter, TRCA used a
very interesting chart to better understand the vision and
prepare its implementation of the Earth Charter. They
went through the Charter and pointed out the principles
and sub‐principles specially relevant to them. Then for
each of them, they came up with their interpretation and
comments of the sub‐principle and how it can be
implemented in their organization.
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Rating your activities with the Earth Charter
To monitor your progress towards sustainability, or to identify the main needs:
1- List all your activities, with eventually some decomposition in major tasks
2- For each task or activity:

• Note the relevant principles or sub-principles of the Earth Charter
• Rate yourself for each principle, fixing objectives, identifying gaps
• Design a strategy towards your goals, keeping in mind the interconnectedness of the 

similar efforts you might have to do for different tasks.

You can also use the Earth
Charter as a values
framework for assessing
progress towards
sustainability and for
designing professional
codes of conduct and
accountability systems.

Getting key actors
of your Community to
implement the Charter

Getting endorsements is a big
step indeed, but the values need
to be implemented to lead us all
towards sustainability.

You can help each of those
organizations and, with their
help, the local population to:

1. Understand the vision by
having workshops put together
for their members and others.
This is especially essential to
understand the concept of
sustainable development.

2. Use the Earth Charter in
their strategy planning
process (see on this page).

3. Use it to create and rate
their activities (see beside).

Implement the Earth Charter in your Community

3 Examples of Local Governments and associations implementing  the Earth Charter

City of Joondalup, Australia:
The City of Joondalup is applying the Earth Charter as part of its Strategic Planning process. A comparison between
Council policies and the Earth Charter demonstrates significant common ground between the two and the value of the
Earth Charter as a tool in local government strategic planning.

www.earthcharter.org/communities/Joondalup_casestudy.pdf

Toronto & Region Conservation Authority, Canada 
After its endorsement of the Earth Charter, TRCA used a very interesting chart to better understand the vision and
prepare its implementation of the Earth Charter. They went through the Charter and pointed out the principles and
sub‐principles specially relevant to them. Then for each of them, they came up with their interpretation and comments
of the sub‐principle and how it can be implemented in their organization.

www.earthcharter.org/communities/TRCA_application_of_EC.doc

San Jose Municipality, Costa Rica
They developed a project for the training and integration of the Earth Charter principles into the daily activities of the
city employees, as part of a vision towards a sustainable future. About 1800 employees participated, including police,
administration, infrastructure, sanitation, and health departments.

www.earthcharter.org/country then go to  Costa Rica
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Local Communities
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Maurice Frederick Strong, PC, CC, OM, FRSC, 
FRAIC(April 29, 1929 – November 27, 2015)
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