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Pamela Martin

From: John Boyle 
Sent: Thursday, May 11, 2017 10:05 AM
To: Public Hearings
Cc: Linda Geddes Boyle
Subject: Re: zoning bylaw amendment (No:1095) No.. 17-034 (701 Belleville St.)

Re: Bylaw rezoning of 701 Belleville Street. 
 
Dear Council, 
 
It is my opinion that to amend this Bylaw and increase the building height from 21.5 m to 45.0 m will set a very 
dangerous precedent for Victoria. I would imagine that if this is passed the first proposed building that would 
apply for a height increase would be the Bosa building on the bus depot property. 
 
We seem to be at a crucial crossroad where we have to decide if we wish to keep and protect what makes 
Victoria special or just become like every other city. 
 
The proposed increase in height would make the new building at 701 Belleville  out of scale for the site. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
--  
JOHN BOYLE 
REALTOR® 
Macdonald Realty Ltd. 
755 Humboldt Street, 
Victoria, BC 
CANADA  V8W 1B1 
  
Mobile:   
www.Boyle-Geddes.com 
 
If you no longer wish to receive emails from me, please reply to this email with the word 'Unsubscribe in the 
subject line. 
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Pamela Martin

From: Patricia Gibb 
Sent: Wednesday, May 10, 2017 4:58 PM
To: Public Hearings
Subject: Rezoning Application No. 00513 and Development Permit Application No. 000460 for 701 Belleville Street

Importance: High

We received your mailed notice dated April 28, 2017 and would like to provide the following input to the May 11, 2017 
City Council Meeting. 
 
1. The proposed height of the building is equal to approximately 14 stories. This is extremely high for that location and 

will result in losing the view corridor through to the Empress and other downtown buildings from Academy Close, 
and Millennium Park – both popular tourist walking routes, not to mention the impact on both the view and natural 
light for residents of The Q rental apartments. 

2. Given that this housing is intended for seniors’ independent and assisted living uses, how will the residents (likely to 
be disabled and/or elderly) safely get to the street from the upper floors if the elevators are not working for any 
reason, particularly in a fire or other disaster? 

3. The increased density is also very high – more than 3 times the current zoning. This is bound to increase pedestrian 
and vehicle traffic in an area where crossing safely from St. Ann’s to the island where Blanshard meets Belleville, and 
across Belleville to Cridge Park is already a challenge. Vehicles heading south on Blanshard from Humboldt regularly 
turn left against the “No Turn” sign from Blanshard where it meets Belleville, sometimes even on the wrong side of 
the road! There are no marked crosswalks, despite mobility ramps on the sidewalks which indicate that this is a 
street crossing place. What are the plans for onsite parking other than the current rear parking lot and what are the 
plans to increase pedestrian safety in the area? 

4. What is the reason for reducing required setbacks? The immediate neighbourhood (St. Ann’s, Millennium Park, 
Cridge Park, the CPLBC) have created a wonderful green space through the cultivation and care of trees and other 
landscaping. To have little opportunity for similar landscaping due to a reduced setback does not align with creating 
the type of environment needed to reduce climate change. Hardscaping is not an option in this City. 

 
We look forward to learning about an updated proposal for this development site following the May 11th City Council 
Meeting.  
Many thanks for your consideration. 
 
Patricia Gibb 
865 Academy Close 
Victoria, BC V8V 2X8 
Canada 
         

  
 
This email and any attachment is for the designated recipient only and may contain privileged, proprietary, or otherwise private 
information.  If you are not the intended recipient please notify the sender immediately, delete this email and any attachments from your 
system, and destroy any printed copies.  Any dissemination or use of this information by a person other than the intended recipient is 
prohibited.   

 

 Before printing this message, please consider the environment. 
 




