




 
  

500- 1112 Fort Street  Victoria, BC   V8V 3K8  Phone: 250-661-7112   
E-Mail: eric@gensqueeze.ca Web: www.gensqueeze.za 

April 10th 2017 

City of Victoria,  

Mayor and Council  

RRe: Garden suites and the broader housing cr is is  

Dear Mayor and Council,  

Generation Squeeze began as a UBC research project examining a multi-faceted “squeeze” affecting Canadians in our 20s, 

30s, and 40s, including from high housing costs, child care costs, declining earnings and more precarious work, and 

mounting debts.  

From that research we have built a national organization to speak up for younger Canadians both in the marketplace and the 

world of politics.  

We have recently begun focusing on three communities: Toronto, Metro Vancouver and Victoria (where I myself live and 

work). It is no coincidence that these communities are also experiencing some of the most problematic housing markets in 

the country.  

This past week, we encouraged our supporters residing in the City of Victoria to contact Council in favour of simplifying the 

garden suite approval process, as outlined and recommended in the staff report on this topic and by the housing affordability 

task force.  

Our demographic often finds it challenging to participate in local decisions, due to time constraints or other procedural 

issues. Thus, we utilized a template letter that people could easily review and submit as is, or customize with a bit of their 

own personal story.  

You will have noticed that some of the letters were the basic template letter, while others contained elements of individual 

stories and circumstances.  

Our aim is to make these letters easy to scan and sort, and to provide value in your deliberations. If you have any 

recommendations about how we could make this type of engagement more useful to you, would be thrilled to take them.  

Organizationally, GGenerat ion Squeeze ful ly  supports  permit t ing garden suites in zoning, for the reasons 

outlined in those individual letters. We desperately need more diversity and security of rental supply, and permitting garden 

suites in zoning is one obvious way to incentivize more units.  

In the future, we’d like to go one step further by permitting garden suites on lots that also include a secondary suite, but 

understand that the current proposal is a logical first step.  
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Of course, on this issue there are no silver bullets. Rather, it is a “Yes, and” issue. Yes we need more garden suites, and yes 

we need more multi-unit purpose built rental, and yes our region would benefit from the foreign buyers’ tax (in our 

opinion), and so on.  

To help chart a comprehensive path forward, we convened 48 housing sector leaders this past October (including 

representation from the City of Victoria), to identify whether there was any common ground on first principles. The short 

answer: an emphatic Yes.  

 

I’ve attached our report “Code Red: Building Housing Common Ground,” which lays out 10 common ground principles for 

tackling our housing crisis.  

Making it easier to build garden suites in our City would fall under the principle of “Encourage Density, Diversity and 

Efficiency.”  

If we had to boil it all down, we’d say that first and foremost our housing policies should be grounded in a principle of 

HHomes First  ( investments second).  As in, the primary purpose of our housing policies should be to provide homes 

for people to live in (as renters or owners), and only secondarily to provide a reasonable investment return.  

We are in fact seeking endorsement of that Homes First policy principle at all three levels of government, and we may seek 

to address Council on this topic separately at a later date.  

For now, we’d like to reiterate our strong support for permitting garden suites in zoning, and provide you with our Common 

Ground report in case it’s useful in your broader deliberations.  

Sincerely, 

 

Eric Swanson, Executive Director 

Generation Squeeze   

 



Building Housing
Common Ground
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A Message from the 
Session Hosts

from there

   

there is broad appetite for bold action

thank you

We wanted to see if a diverse 
array of stakeholders could 
identify common ground, 

In the room were: 

• Developers 
• 
• 

• 

• Financial Institutions
• Realtors 
• 
• 

Organizations
• Grassroots Organiza

tions
• 

Managers
• And people living 

through the housing 
squeeze
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Addressing the Crisis
10 Common Ground Principles 

Support Bold Action 

Keywords:

Raw Material:

engagement

Personal Responsibility to Adapt 

Keywords:

Raw Material:

Collective Responsibility to Adapt 

Implications: 

Keywords:

Raw Material:

Level the Playing Field between Renters and Owners 

Implications: 

Keywords:

Raw Material:
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Innovate with New Tenure & Equity Models 

Keywords:

Raw Material:

Keywords:

Raw Material:

Keywords:

Raw Material:

investment – The housing 

processing time
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Revise Tax Policy 

Implications:

Keywords:

Raw Material:

Go Beyond Housing Policy

Keywords:

Raw Material:

Mobilize Younger Generations 

breadth

-

Note: This concluding principle formed part of the context for the session itself. Raw 
material from the session in support of this principle can be found associated with 
Principles (1), (2) and (7), and (8) where the most frequent example of the need for 
greater mobilization was in relation to, but not limited to, municipal hearings.
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Participants and Commentary

Alex McGowan 
Chairperson — Alliance of BC Students

Andrea Reimer 
Councillor — City of Vancouver

Andy Yan 
Acting Executive Director; Senior Urban 
Planner; Adjunct Professor —  
Simon Fraser University City 
Program; Bing Thom Architects; 
University of British Columbia

Anita Minh 
Organizer — Generation Squeeze

Ann McMullin 
President & CEO — Urban 
Development Institute

Beau Jarvis 
Senior Vice-President — Wesgroup

Bill Aube 
Development Advisor, Impact Real Estate 
— Vancity/Vancity Community Foundation

Brad Foster 
Project Director, Real Estate & Capital 
Development — Fraser Health Authority

controlling private investment (central 

others to help scares me and has little historical 

Cassandra Sclauzero 
Orgasnizer — Generation Squeeze; 
@DearYVRLandlord

Transcribed from this post-event video: https://
vimeo.com/190944612

David Ascher 
Director; Former VP, Product — Great 
Northern Way Trust; Mozilla Foundation

David Hulchanski 
Professor — University of Toronto Factor-
Inwentash Faculty of Social Work

David Hutniak 
CEO — LandlordBC

David Ley 
Professor & Canada Research Chair 
— University of British Columbia, 
Department of Geography

David Sander 
Director — Hollyburn Development

Elisa Campbell 
Director of Regional Planning — Metro 
Vancouver Regional District

Emilie Adin 
Deputy Director — Community Services

Eric Swanson 
Executive Director — Generation Squeeze
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Erin Robinson 
VP Corporate Partnerships & Member 

Iain Reeve 

Janet Austin 
CEO — YWCA Metro Vancouver

Jesse Miller 
Development Manager — Townline Solutions

Jonathan Cote 
Mayor — City of New Westminster

Juan Solorzano 
Executive Director, Population 
Health — Vancouver Coastal Health

Justin Fung 
Spokesperson — Housing Action 
for Local Taxpayers (HALT)

Kathleen Llewellyn-Thomas 
General Manager of Community 
Services — City of Vancouver

Kishone Roy 

Association (BCNPHA)

Kristi Rivait 
Executive Director — Ready to Rent

Lindsay Milburn 
Senior Housing Planner — City of Victoria

Marc Lee 
Senior Economist — Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives BC

Margaret Eberle 
Senior Housing Planner — Metro 
Vancouver Regional District

Mark Sakai 
Director of Government Relations — Greater 
Vancouver Home BUilders Association

Michelle Noble 
Vice President Communications, 
Marketing and Media Relations — BILD

and hearing one another and having to come 

Transcribed from this post-event video: https://
vimeo.com/190944612

Mike Clay 
Mayor — City of Port Moody

Murray Mollard 
Executive Director — North Shore 
Commuinity Resources Society

Nazma Lee 
Organizer — Generation Squeeze

Paul Kershaw 
Associate Professor; Founder — University 
of British Columbia School of Population 
& Public Health; Generation Squeeze

Paul Smetanin 
President & CEO — Canadian Centre 
for Economic Analysis (Ontario)

Penny Gurstein 
Professor & Director — University 
of British Columbia School of 
Urban and Regional Planning

Raza Mirza 
Organizer — Generation Squeeze
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Robin Hicks 
Councillor — District of North Vancouver

Steve Jedreicich 
Vice President of Development — 
Townline Group of Companies

Steve Saretsky 
Realtor; Owner — Sutton Group - West 
Coast Realty; Vancity Condo Guide

Thom Armstrong 
Executive Director — Cooperative 
Housing Federation of BC

• 

• 

• 

 
Associate Professor — University of British 
Columbia Sauder School of Business

Tristan Johnston 
Planning Analyst — City of New Westminster

Victor Raye 
Regional Director, Key Accounts — Western 
Canada Manulife Bank of Canada



Sponsored by

In Partnership With

Hosted by

Kawkab Jamal & Associates 
Insurance Agencies Ltd.


