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na)'ar Lisa Relps
and CH‘y Co«wd(,

C‘c'l-, HA“J

| Centennial S quare,

Vieteria , B.C. yyw | Ps
Dear Mayer Helps and Council,

Since we will seon lc m«r!(;mj +he (Soth qnq'.v«:v‘s-‘v-j
of +he historic clection in N‘V(ML(V‘) [ £4 in which

Mr. M £flin Wistar Gibls was <lectecd +o Vietervia C{-f-]
C suncld
fvlq1<5+ that Vietoria C.‘+y Couucil of'Fn'm'ﬂH) Fv‘a<l4h'vlq

Saf'mro(a)t, Nevewm ber [as 2096, =s MiEflin wistar Gills

J X am Wr';f'anj at +his +ime +o r'<5r—<<+fu“y

Day in Victeria,

With his election n lvec , An Gibls became the
First bLlack P«(;‘Hc:an ts 7<1’ eleccted wnet ow(j e
Victovia th-j C euncil but T qn)l FuL“c o ffice in
Canada (o what would O'F"fl|(:q“, Lecome Cavtada «
few meonths [ater).

But ML fflln Gibls was wmuch mpore than J’nsf +he
first black person +o held (auH.'c o ffice (n +his c.'+j
and “+his cou%"'rj, He was a truly vremarkKable wav

I n Wi any d, ffercut W ays.
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quc +Wo

In AJ‘l“"c‘on +e ‘1;3 "'WO +<V‘M$ of 0“51’“4\«104;5('\:4‘

sevvice on Vietsvia City Council ) e Giblbs
vy Qmpﬂ'f‘mf rele v Vietoria’s F:OV‘I(((I‘
<aw1w1.m:+j, Tudeced, he

qu,<¢( a
busivess
aud his F«v‘f‘v\u", Mv., P<t <
L<ster, started osu<c £ +he £ivst imdep<cud cnt
busivesses +o be establishecd (n Victoria ( that /s,

a Steve net vuau Ly the [Hudssu's 5ay C;mr«vx)l).

By all 4(40»«4‘}‘5) M. G.bls a(vv«)s covtd e ted hims<|
with ljv‘<Qf 4;7913'{') and  an

qnu/avmriw’ scnse of
("""I“sc' Ou< qoed |[lfustration of +his occuvncd on<
Right (n (8c) at +he old Coloyial Theatre
M. GILLS atfecunded 4 <onncert +hat -gv(.,“',,‘j with ove
ot his frievwds , auother black q<w+f<w1-m Ly the name
of Nathan Poivtcr, aud 4+ +h< evd of +lhe ceuc<cet an
in<v~<4§$lj 5+.4r.'d white Ff<cllow 1 +h=< audicuce Fhvew
wlute rowolcv- all over He, Gibbs aud Mr Pointce.

|’ﬂ V:('('Oriﬂa

Though h< was unefcrsfqna{abl) outvraged , Mr Giblbs

Sv\;a! <|/<V')0Vl< S“low‘a‘ V‘(Mq:n cqlm 4¢,,{ K<<r 'f‘blu‘S

incid<cut in Fcrsrfc‘f‘ivf. There was so wuch :'m{)ov-‘f'vm‘f‘

wovlE +o focus ou in +he community , he said, +there

wqs Simrly me +time ov <nerqgy +o waste erv-y.'v.g
hLoMf’ +hat S;Uy P(V‘Son w e +‘nr<w + he ()ov\/o‘(v‘,
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quc +‘1V‘¢(

Whle w-v-K';uj d;“?cu‘f‘(y °n M aay Fer<¢+s + o (4<lfv

4<V<(,F +he 4(<47(fn5 g.}~l~>/ et Victoria, Mr. Gibls 4|50
cast a Vis‘xonqr)’ <y« te the Futuve. H¢ was osune oFf
+ h< S‘f‘romﬁcsf adyvocates of Beritish Columbi=
+h« newly forwmed Cavadiau
was =a (’qsiiowq‘l‘cfj

jol‘vl:vlj
Mation aud M (99 e

pre - Cou fedcration 4c1<1ﬂ+€ +s @
ConveutTion held (n Yale +a discuss Beiti sh Columlibigls
future.

As we new prepacc te celebrate the (5010 anniversary
of Canadian Confedevation next year , it is very
intevesting teo aote that «a LbLlack politician was
eleeted +. Vietoriq CH-); Couucil move than « <<n+uv-)
befere +hce Fivst bfack ("(‘-‘Hc;v\n was eleceted +o
+he House of Cowmmons 1n O tfawa ( Lincsln Alexaad<en
in 11€9),

Te summarize , Mr. Mitflin Wistar Gibls was o aan who
Aemoustvated ‘jr<4'l- aL.‘{.“fj aund perscverance, (MF<<caH<
(n+<1V‘H‘} and 5+r<wj+h ot Chqr«<‘f‘<r‘, -(KCcr‘H-qu Sevraqge
and A vremarKakle scuse oFf vision. I r<5(<c+5-4(l)
s«q7<s+ thevefere that , on the occasion £ +he (5ot
anniversavy of his L¢:n7 elected to Vietsria City Couucil,
1+ would be very a(Fvv(av".q'lz + o v-<<01»1'.zf +he
oufstanding coutvribution U< made to ouwn c»"f-; and to
2uv Coqu'f-rj (oy o‘FFlcﬁa(ly ‘ora</q:m:wj 54'{'*4"'0(4)’,
Novembewn (1+4, 2016 , as M €€(jn Wistar Gibis 04] )
Victoria.
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Though I am awar<, «af <ourse, that (lr. GiLlls and
+ he sther woenndcecr fFul black F"vﬂccrs who came
+o Vietoria in the nineteath cautury veccive 4 bit
of 4cKW:w(<41cM<w1~ Cach y<ar c{uw:ng Bl acik H“:S‘{‘orj
Houth, T thivk HMe Giblbs 5 clearly v‘<$<v~u.‘u7 oF
S()cc:d P<<47HH‘\4 o siuce he was se much mor<c thay
jus'l' av utev<esting  footuote +o Vicetorials h.‘sfov-y.

ITnd<ed, v(vw‘:wj his +iwme U<re MifFfllu Gibls f?lqy<4q
F;Vo‘f'nl Ppaole V1 our cn"l'j” f'“‘f'-‘c“l, K<PN oM and

s o<ial v(<tf<lormw‘f n

while any Jq)l woaould <<v—f'4:w(, be a suifabl< 4“‘)’ te
NWonhour M™Me Giblbs, T thivk Naovember [AtY would be
qu--chlqw(’ aF(w.(?an‘fe since FThat was +he dqate u
\F€6 on which Hr. Glbls fivst toolf his s<caf on
Vietsria City Couuncil,

Th aul you\ very wuch .

Yours 5 i‘“((V'C‘)'J

Hordon Rollard

Cog:¢$ :

= The News Editer , Times Colonlst

- The news Editer, Victoria N<ws

= The News Edifor, cFax Radio

- The N<ws Edifor , €B8C Radic Vicforiq

- The N<ws Eﬂ“"'ol/‘, CBC Txlevision Victoria
— The News Editor , CHEK TV

= The Necws Editor , €TV V,ctoria

L e @ & 0 5



P.‘jg five

—_—

-

f’r{ncx'ral and Statf, Cecatral Middle Scbhosl
Principal aud Staff, Geerge Tay Elemcntary 5.4,

The

T he
The (’v‘mc:f"‘l avd staff, Tawmcs Bay Commuuity scb..f

The P";V\C;f-\l and THaff ) L«MSo{owwc M dAle Szhoal

The Pr‘ancig-‘( ~nd g-f—,(f-f, ﬂqV‘1’W‘c+ T—(wlr:ws EIcm«mf-\V‘)/

S ¢ lhoal

The f’p‘.y\c‘,fz—\( and S‘f'«F'F) O all [auds Elcmcn“"'qv-j Schosl

The Pl/"mcif;q] avof 5+4Ff) Quadva EI<WI<VI+4V‘)/ Schhos]

Th( FV“.nC:FA( d\ﬂg‘ S{"\'F'f ) S"ar' Tames anjlqs E{<M<"‘+"V‘j

Schaol

T h< Pv-.'nc'.f)ﬂ avud
The P\r‘mc‘.(u\l Aaud Staff, Vietoria
Viefoeria W<stT E(cmcmf‘«v]

Staff ), South Parf qul(j Schasf
H’37‘4 Sehhool

T h< FV"'V’CIF'\‘ aud 5""‘Ff1
SCMtdl

Please V\oi(.'

b 'Hnoqjh‘i‘ it woeuld Le quro{:r.'n‘f‘< +hat +his |ctten

be hand- writtea (ov haud- FV‘:W""{dJ Sice fhe minutes

of Phat histeric council m<<+;¢43 on Novecmber (q+u
/

l?‘(, ( which ar< 4va:(q$-[e e mftv-o—F:[m at +he

city avchives) weve v<covded n haud - weritten Ffeorwm,




