
Mayor Lisa Helps and Councillors, 

Corporation of the City of Victoria 

1 Centennial Square 

Victoria, BCV8W 1P6 

RE: Application No. 00486 for rezoning of Property known as 515 Burnside Road East and 
Development Permit Application 

Dear Mayor Helps and Councillors: 

I am writing to express my opposition to the rezoning application and proposed plans for an 
office building on the land known as 515 Burnside Road East. I am the owner of the property 

immediately adjacent to the east at 521 Burnside Road East. Since the current owner purchased this 

property five years ago, the neighbourhood has been troubled with issues regarding this property. We 
have tolerated years of disturbances - from multiple drug overdoses, to previous tenants breaking and 
entering, to fighting and loud music at 4:00AM - without any effort or involvement from the current 
owner to resolve these issues over the five years they have owned the property. It is these past 
experiences that stems my fears of the future of this property. It is evident the current owner cannot 
adequately manage a residential rental property, and I believe this will be escalated if this property is 
rezoned to commercial residential. 

Like many of the neighbours, I am concerned by the impact of a commercial property on this 
block of Burnside Road East. As you are aware, traffic accesses this property by - and only by - a rear 
lane off Jutland Road. This is a very narrow lane, measuring at around 10 feet wide at this property. We 
require the special, smaller, garbage trucks as the larger trucks do not fit down the lane. Additionally, 
with the park between this lane and Sumas Street, there are often young children playing in the park 
and laneway. This lane cannot reasonably support through traffic that will be required for this proposed 
commercial property. 

In addition to the neighbourhood's concerns of increased traffic in the lane, access in and out of 
the lane onto busy Jutland Road is difficult and often dangerous left turns are made onto the 5 lane wide 
Jutland Road. This is compound to the fact the lane entrance is only 110 feet from the busy intersection 
of Burnside Road and Jutland Road. 

As there is no street parking on Jutland Road or Burnside Road East in front of this property or 
the 3 adjacent properties on Burnside Road East, finding available parking is currently difficult in this 
area. If the property becomes a medical office, the planned 7 parking spots do not meet the required 8 



spots for a medical office. Myself, as well as other neighbours, are concerned visitors will be parking in 
our driveways or blocking the lane to park as there is not enough available parking in the area. 

With the above mentioned concerns and the abundance of vacant medical office space in the 
area and at nearby Uptown, the neighbourhood does not feel the proposed rezoning and development 
plans will positively benefit the neighbourhood. 

Considering the trend of demolishing single family homes to build multi-units and its impact on 
the currently red-hot real estate market in Victoria, I believe the best purpose of this property is to 
preserve as a single family residential, or alternatively, as a greenspace to visually improve the 
neighbourhood and promote recreation and enjoyment of our community. 

The neighbourhood had recently circulated a letter (see attached) to petition repurposing this 
property, and possibly the City owned corner lot, into a greenspace that would benefit the 
Burnside/Gorge community. Having a greenspace similar to what can be seen at the corner of Blanshard 
and Finlayson as well as Douglas and Tillicum, will beautify and enhance the Burnside/Gorge community, 
improve quality of our neighbourhood and promote cultural enjoyment. 

Thank you for your time in reading and I ask that you reject this proposal. 

Sincerely, 

Dan Hofman 

Owner of 521 Burnside Road East 



Dear Mr. Pattison, 

This letter represents the cumulative heart felt wish of your 
Burnside/Gorge neighbors (see petition of signatures). As the largest, 
and closest, business to our neighborhood, you have up-graded the look, 
and feel of our community with your new buildings and commercial 
presence. For this we thank you. 

Yet there remains one property to your immediate south (directly 
across from your Lexus dealership at the southeast corner of the 
Burnside/Jutland intersection) that is a concern and embarrassment to 
the wellbeing and actual safety of the neighborhood. Though the 
property is currently condemned and the windows boarded up, it is a 
reminder of the illegal and dangerous activities that have transpired 
there over the last many years. 

Members of the Neighborhood Watch (and neighbors beyond) as 
well as members of the church at that same intersection have come up 
with an idea that might benefit all of our social and business concerns. 
Could the corner property be purchased and turned into a 
neighborhood park? We realize that this would entail an on-going 
commitment We believe that over the last years we as a neighborhood 
have evolved into a more family, working class community with social 
and financial means to support such and endeavor (with a little help 
from our business friends). 

We haven't yet approached the Honda dealership, the Tally-Ho, 
Lifestyles or any of the other local businesses, as we'd be proud to have 
the proposed green space named Pattison Park. 

Please feel free to contact any (or all) of your neighbors or the 
local police for the on-going criminal activities surrounding the 
property atfflS"Burnside Road. We look forward to working with you 
to continue to make our community a place where people want to live 
and shop. 
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