Rise Above Plastics
Single Use Plastic Check-Out Bags in Victoria
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tion in 1984, the Surfrider Foundation has evolved into one of the largest non-profit grassroots
edicated to the protection of the ocean, waves and beaches through a powerful activist network.
re are more than 250, 000 supporters of Surfrider and our various programs and campaigns.

Locally, Surfrider (Vancouver Island Chapter) aims to reduce, and eventually eliminate single-use plastic check-out

bags.

What you need to know about check-out bags:
e Single use plastic bags, such as those commonly used at the grocery store, make up a significant portion of

marine
o

debris.
Plastics now comprise one of the biggest threats to marine environments.

e Biodegradable plastic bags are not currently a feasible alternative because of the lack of commercial
composting facilities necessary to recycle them.

e Paper bags and biodegradable plastic bags arguably have less harmful impacts on the environment, but also
have disadvantages.

e Reusable bags are the preferred alternative.
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What Surfrider

lon bags used annually in Canada- 200 for every one of us.

is doing:

e Reaching out to local businesses to:
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Find out who has already voluntarily removed single-use plastic check-out bags.
Provide support to those who want to voluntarily remove single-use plastic check-out bags.

e Educating consumers through a Bring Your Own Bag (BYOB) campaign to promote the use of reusable bags.
e Working with local government on a bylaw enforcing a plastic bag ban.

What you can do:
1. Take the Rise Above Plastic Pledge:
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Use cloth shopping bags. For each reusable bag you use, it’s estimated that another 400 plastic bags
will be kept from being used.

Forget bottled water and carry a reusable canteen. Every reusable water bottle will keep another
167 plastic bottles from entering the environment.

Bring a reusable mug when you go to your local coffee shop.

Skip the straw, which are one of the top 10 items found on beaches.

And, of course, Recycle!

rily eliminate single-use plastic check-out bags in your store.

Encourage other retailers to also eliminate single-use plastic check-out bags.
Participate in International Plastic Bag Free day on July 3" 2015.
Come support us at the July 9™ Council Meeting.

For more info contact: chair@vancouverisland.surfrider.org

Visit our website: vancouverisland.surfrider.org
Like us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/surfridervi?ref=hl Surfrider Vancouver Island | 1
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Benefit Cost to the environment
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